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The Spanish Journal of Marketing-ESIC (SIJME) is a dou-
ble-blind peer reviewed journal with an international vo-
cation and welcomes manuscripts of authors all over the
world.

SIME is especially interested on submissions that include
unique and novel contributions on the frontier of knowl-
edge, focused on emerging areas relevant to academic re-
search in marketing or even opening new research niches.
SIME also welcomes a wide array of original contributions
(quantitative or qualitative empirical analysis, critical liter-
ature reviews, meta-analysis, theoretical papers, agenda
for future research, etc.), as well as research that cross
the frontiers between marketing and other related areas.
New methodologies and techniques are particularly appre-
ciated. Submitted manuscripts can be focused on Spanish,
Latin-American, and other relevant markets.

The journal audience are academics, students and profes-
sionals active in research in marketing worldwide interest-
ed in the aforementioned contributions.

SIME is an open access journal: all articles will be imme-
diately and permanently free for everyone to read and
download. Authors do not have to pay any open access
publication fee.

SIME has very rigorous evaluation process and its main
objective is to encourage debate and to promote the pub-
lication of the latest trends in research in the area of mar-
keting. Works submitted must be prepared in accordance
with the highest standards of quality. Manuscripts must be
clear, concise, and logical. The use of professional editing
services is highly recommended for non-native English
speakers.

The Spanish Journal of Marketing-ESIC, formerly named
Revista Espafiola de Investigacion de Marketing ESIC, has
been published periodically since 1996 with the support of
AEMARK (Spanish Association of Academic and Profession-
al Marketing) and ESIC Business & Marketing School. The
journal is published by Elsevier since 2014 and it is pub-
lished fully in English since 2016.

Your Paper Your Way

We now differentiate between the requirements for new
and revised submissions. You may choose to submit your
manuscript as a single Word or PDF file to be used in the
refereeing process. Only when your paper is at the revi-
sion stage, will you be requested to put your paper in to
a ‘correct format’ for acceptance and provide the items
required for the publication of your article.

Likewise, the initial version of the manuscript can be sub-
mitted in Spanish. However, accepted versions should be
written in good English (American or British usage is accept-
ed, but not a mixture of these). Authors who feel their En-
glish language manuscript may require editing to eliminate
possible grammatical or spelling errors, and to conform to
correct scientific English, may wish to use the English Lan-
guage Editing service available from Elsevier's WebShop
(http://webshop.elsevier.com/languageediting/) or visit
our customer support site (http://support.elsevier.com) for
more information.

To find out more, please visit the Preparation section
below.

Ethics in publishing

The review process of manuscripts submitted to SIME is
based on their importance, originality, clarity, and rele-
vance for the Journal. SJME uses a double-blind review
process (peer review) and all the correspondence gener-
ated in the review process is confidential. The reviewers
and Editor are not permitted to make any personal or
professional use of the data, arguments, or interpretations
(other than those required for the reviewing task) before
publication, unless specific permission is given by the
author/s or it is an editorial or comments document that
accompanies the publication of the article.

The reviewer should mention any ethical concerns as
regards the manuscript, or any evidence of potential un-
suitable behaviour. If the reviewers suspect this type of
behaviour, they must notify the Editor confidentially; the
reviewers must not share these concerns with other indi-
viduals.

Manuscripts in which the Editor participates as an author
will be decided by an “ad hoc Editor”. All members of the
Editorial Team will be blinded in the peer review of these
manuscripts, as such that they will be unaware of the au-
thorship of the article throughout the evaluation process.
The Editorial Board of the SIJME encourages authors and
demands of our selves the highest ethical standards in ac-
ademic publishing. There are several cornerstones in the
pursuit of ethical excellence. The publisher of the journal of-
fers a website with tools and resources that allow authors to
proceed confidently: http://www.elsevier.com/ethics/home.
This website helps authors and editors to avoid misconduct
in several important issues:

1. Duplicate submissions: Authors have an obligation to
make sure their paper is based on original-never be-
fore published-research. Intentionally submitting or
re-submitting work for duplicate publication is consid-
ered a breach of publishing ethics.

2. Research fraud: Both fabrication (making up research
data and results) and falsification of data (changing
or omitting data or results in such a way that the re-
search is not accurately represented) are serious forms
of misconduct because they result in a scientific record
that does not accurately reflect observed truth

3. Authorship: Naming authors on a scientific paper en-
sures that the appropriate individuals get credit, and
are accountable, for the research. Deliberately misrep-
resenting a scientist’s relationship to their work is con-
sidered to be a form of misconduct that undermines
confidence in the reporting of the work itself

4. Conflict of interest: When an investigator, author, ed-
itor, or reviewer has a financial/personal interest or
belief that could affect his/her objectivity, or inappro-
priately influence his/her actions, a potential conflict
of interest exists. Such relationships are also known as
dual commitments, competing interests, or competing
loyalties

5. Plagiarism: Using deliberately another’s work without
permission, credit, or acknowledgment, is one of the
most common types of publication misconduct. The
journal compares submitted documents to extensive
data repositories to detect any significant text matches
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Infractions may result in the application of sanctions by
the Editorial Board, including the suspension or revocation
of publishing privileges.

If you wish to obtain more information on the Publication
Ethics or the ethical guidelines for publishing in the Journal,
please consult: http://www.elsevier.com/publishingethics
and http://www.elsevier.com/journal-authors/ethics.

Conflict of interest

All authors are requested to disclose any actual or potential
conflict of interest including any financial, personal or oth-
er relationships with other people or organizations within
three years of beginning the submitted work that could
inappropriately influence, or be perceived to influence, their
work. See also http://www.elsevier.com/conflictsofinterest.
Further information and an example of a Conflict of Interest
form can be found at:
http://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/286/
supporthub/publishing.

Submission declaration and verification

Submission of an article implies that the work described
has not been published previously (except in the form of
an abstract or as part of a published lecture or academic
thesis or as an electronic preprint, see
https://www.elsevier.com/sharingpolicy), that it is not un-
der consideration for publication elsewhere, that its pub-
lication is approved by all authors and tacitly or explicitly
by the responsible authorities where the work was carried
out, and that, if accepted, it will not be published else-
where including electronically in the same form, in English
or in any other language, without the written consent of
the copyright-holder.

To verify originality, your article may be checked by the
originality detection service CrossCheck
http://www.elsevier.com/editors/plagdetect.

All authors should have made substantial contributions
in the research and/or article preparation and all authors
have approved the final version submitted.

Changes to authorship

This policy concerns the addition, deletion, or rearrange-
ment of author names in the authorship of accepted
manuscripts: Before the accepted manuscript is published
in an online issue: Requests to add or remove an author,
or to rearrange the author names, must be sent to the
Journal Manager from the corresponding author of the
accepted manuscript and must include: (a) the reason
the name should be added or removed, or the author
names rearranged and (b) written confirmation (e-mail,
fax, letter) from all authors that they agree with the ad-
dition, removal or rearrangement. In the case of addition
or removal of authors, this includes confirmation from
the author being added or removed. Requests that are
not sent by the corresponding author will be forwarded
by the Journal Manager to the corresponding author, who
must follow the procedure as described above. Note that:
(1) Journal Managers will inform the Journal Editors of
any such requests and (2) publication of the accepted
manuscript in an online issue is suspended until author-
ship has been agreed.

After the accepted manuscript is published in an online
issue: Any requests to add, delete, or rearrange author
names in an article published in an online issue will follow
the same policies as noted above and result in a corri-
gendum.

Copyright

Upon acceptance of an article, authors will be asked to
complete a ‘Journal Publishing Agreement’ (for more infor-
mation on this and copyright, see
http://www.elsevier.com/copyright). An e-mail will be
sent to the corresponding author confirming receipt of the
manuscript together with a ‘Journal Publishing Agreement’
form or a link to the online version of this agreement.

This is an open access journal: all articles will be imme-
diately and permanently free for everyone to read and
download. Permitted third party (re)use is defined by the
following Creative Commons user license: CC BY-NC-ND
(Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDeriva-
tives License).

Allows users to copy and distribute the Article, provided
this is not done for commercial purposes, and further does
not permit distribution of the Article if it is changed or ed-
ited in any way, and provided the user gives appropriate
credit (with a link to the formal publication through the
relevant DOI), provides a link to the license, and that the
licensor is not represented as endorsing the use made of
the work.

Elsevier has preprinted forms for use by authors in these
cases: please consult http://www.elsevier.com/permissions

Author rights

As an author you (or your employer or institution) have
certain rights to reuse your work. For more information
see https://www.elsevier.com/copyright.

Role of the funding source

You are requested to identify who provided financial sup-
port for the conduct of the research and/or preparation
of the article and to briefly describe the role of the spon-
sor(s), if any, in study design; in the collection, analysis
and interpretation of data; in the writing of the report;
and in the decision to submit the article for publication. If
the funding source(s) had no such involvement then this
should be stated.

Funding body agreements and policies

Elsevier has established a number of agreements with
funding bodies which allow authors to comply with their
funder’s open access policies. Some authors may also be
reimbursed for associated publication fees. To learn more
about existing agreements please visit
http://www.elsevier.com/fundingbodies.

Open Access

This is an open access journal: all articles will be imme-
diately and permanently free for everyone to read and
download. Permitted third party (re)use is defined by the
following Creative Commons user licenses: CC BY-NC-ND,
for non-commercial purposes, lets others distribute and
copy the article, and to include in a collective work (such
as an anthology), as long as they credit the author(s)
and provided they do not alter or modify the article. See
http://www.elsevier.com/openaccesslicenses

Language (usage and editing services)

Please write your text in good English (American or British
usage is accepted, but not a mixture of these). Authors who
feel their English language manuscript may require editing
to eliminate possible grammatical or spelling errors and to
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conform to correct scientific English may wish to use the
English Language Editing service available from Elsevier’s
WebShop (http://webshop.elsevier.com/languageediting/) or
visit our customer support site (http://support.elsevier.com)
for more information.

Since 2016 SIME only accepts articles in English. However,
the initial versions of the manuscripts can be submitted in
Spanish.

Our online submission system guides you stepwise
through the process of entering your manuscript details
and uploading your files. The system converts your man-
uscript files to a single PDF file used in the peer-review
process. Editable files (e.g., Word, LaTeX) are required
to typeset your manuscript for final publication. All corre-
spondence, including notification of the Editor’s decision
and requests for revision, is sent by e-mail.

Submissions should be around 6,000 words. However,
shorter or longer manuscripts may be accepted depending
on different circumstances. The manuscript should include
title, abstract, keywords, text, references, tables, figures,
footnotes, and appendices (12 pts Times Roman, dou-
ble-spaced, normal margins, with page numbers). Authors
could optionally submit the title, abstract and keywords in
Spanish. If it is not the case, title, abstract and keywords
of accepted manuscripts will be translated by the Editor in
to Spanish.

Please submit your manuscript via:
http://ees.elsevier.com/sjme.

If you need assistance using EES you can consult the sup-
port pages or contact customer services.
http://help.elsevier.com/

New submissions

Submission to this journal proceeds totally online and you
will be guided stepwise through the creation and uploading
of your files. The system automatically converts your files
to a single PDF file, which is used in the peer-review pro-
cess.

As part of the Your Paper Your Way service, you may
choose to submit your manuscript as a single file to be
used in the refereeing process. This can be a PDF file or
a Word document, in any format or layout that can be
used by referees to evaluate your manuscript. It should
contain high enough quality figures for refereeing. If you
prefer to do so, you may still provide all or some of the
source files at the initial submission. Please note that in-
dividual figure files larger than 10 MB must be uploaded
separately.

References

There are no strict requirements on reference formatting
at submission. References can be in any style or format as
long as the style is consistent. Where applicable, author(s)
name(s), journal title/book title, chapter title/article title,
year of publication, volume number/book chapter and the
pagination must be present. Use of DOI is highly encour-
aged. The reference style used by the journal will be ap-
plied to the accepted article by Elsevier at the proof stage.
Note that missing data will be highlighted at proof stage
for the author to correct.

Formatting requirements

There are no strict formatting requirements but all man-
uscripts must contain the essential elements needed to
convey your manuscript, for example Abstract, Keywords,
Introduction, Materials and Methods, Results, Conclusions,
Artwork and Tables with Captions.

If your article includes any Videos and/or other Supple-
mentary material, this should be included in your initial
submission for peer review purposes.

Divide the article into clearly defined sections.

Figures and tables embedded in text

Please ensure the figures and the tables included in the
single file are placed next to the relevant text in the man-
uscript, rather than at the bottom or the top of the file.

REVISED SUBMISSIONS

Use of word processing software

Regardless of the file format of the original submission,
at revision you must provide us with an editable file of
the entire article. Keep the layout of the text as simple
as possible. Most formatting codes will be removed and
replaced on processing the article. The electronic text
should be prepared in a way very similar to that of con-
ventional manuscripts (see also the Guide to Publishing
with Elsevier:

https://www.elsevier.com/guidepublication). See also the
section on Electronic artwork.

To avoid unnecessary errors you are strongly advised to
use the ‘spell-check’ and ‘grammar-check’ functions of
your word processor.

Article structure

Subdivision - numbered sections

Divide your article into clearly defined and numbered sec-
tions. Subsections should be numbered

1.1 (then 1.1.1, 1.1.2, ...), 1.2, etc. (the abstract is not in-
cluded in section numbering). Use this numbering also for
internal cross-referencing: do not just refer to ‘the text'
Any subsection may be given a brief heading. Each head-
ing should appear on its own separate line.

Introduction

State the objectives of the work and provide an adequate
background, avoiding a detailed literature survey or a
summary of the results.

Theory/calculation

A Theory section should extend, not repeat, the back-
ground to the article already dealt with in the Introduction
and lay the foundation for further work. In contrast, a Cal-
culation section represents a practical development from a
theoretical basis.

Results
Results should be clear and concise.

Discussion

This should explore the significance of the results of the
work, not repeat them. A combined Results and Discussion
section is often appropriate. Avoid extensive citations and
discussion of published literature.

Conclusions
The main conclusions of the study may be presented in a
short Conclusions section, which may stand alone or form
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a subsection of a Discussion or Results and Discussion
section.

Appendices

If there is more than one appendix, they should be iden-
tified as A, B, etc. Formulae and equations in appendices
should be given separate numbering: Eq. (A.1), Eq. (A.2),
etc.; in a subsequent appendix, Eq. (B.1) and so on. Simi-
larly for tables and figures: Table A.1; Fig. A.1, etc.

Essential title page information

e Title. Concise and informative. Titles are often used in
information-retrieval systems. Avoid abbreviations and
formulae where possible.

e Author names and affiliations. Please clearly indicate
the given name(s) and family name(s) of each author
and check that all names are accurately spelled. Present
the authors’ affiliation addresses (where the actual work
was done) below the names. Indicate all affiliations with
a lowercase superscript letter immediately after the
author’s name and in front of the appropriate address.

Provide the full postal address of each affiliation, including
the country name and, if available, the e-mail address of
each author.

e Corresponding author. Clearly indicate who will
handle correspondence at all stages of refereeing and
publication, also post-publication. Ensure that the
e-mail address is given and that contact details
are kept up to date by the corresponding author.

e Present/permanent address. If an author has moved
since the work described in the article was done, or was
visiting at the time, a ‘Present address’ (or ‘Permanent
address’) may be indicated as a footnote to that author’s
name. The address at which the author actually did the
work must be retained as the main, affiliation address.
Superscript Arabic numerals are used for such footnotes.

Abstract

A concise and factual abstract is required (no more than
200 words). The abstract should state briefly the purpose
of the research, the principal results and major conclu-
sions. An abstract is often presented separately from the
article, so it must be able to stand alone. For this reason,
References should be avoided, but if essential, then cite
the author(s) and year(s). Also, non-standard or uncom-
mon abbreviations should be avoided, but if essential
they must be defined at their first mention in the abstract
itself.

Graphical abstract

Although a graphical abstract is optional, its use is encour-
aged as it draws more attention to the online article. The
graphical abstract should summarize the contents of the
article in a concise, pictorial form designed to capture the
attention of a wide readership. Graphical abstracts should
be submitted as a separate file in the online submission
system. Image size: Please provide an image with a mini-
mum of 531 x 1328 pixels (h x w) or proportionally more.
The image should be readable at a size of 5 x 13 cm using
a regular screen resolution of 96 dpi. Preferred file types:
TIFF, EPS, PDF or MS Office files. See

https://www.elsevier.com/graphicalabstracts for examples.
Authors can make use of Elsevier’s Illustration and En-
hancement service to ensure the best presentation of their

images and in accordance with all technical requirements:
http://webshop.elsevier.com/illustrationservices/.

Highlights

Highlights are mandatory for this journal. They consist
of a short collection of bullet points that convey the core
findings of the article and should be submitted in a sepa-
rate editable file in the online submission system. Please
use ‘Highlights’ in the file name and include 3 to 5 bullet
points (maximum 85 characters, including spaces, per
bullet point). See https://www.elsevier.com/highlights for
examples.

Keywords

Immediately after the abstract, provide a maximum of 5
keywords, using American spelling and avoiding general
and plural terms and multiple concepts (avoid, for exam-
ple, ‘and’, ‘of’). Be sparing with abbreviations: only ab-
breviations firmly established in the field may be eligible.
These keywords will be used for indexing purposes.

Acknowledgements

The authors should include their acknowledgements on the
title page. List here those individuals who provided help
during the research (e.g., providing language help, writing
assistance or proof reading the article, etc.).

Units

Follow internationally accepted rules and conventions: use
the international system of units (SI). If other units are
mentioned, please give their equivalent in SI.

Math formulae

Please submit math equations as editable text and not
as images. Present simple formulae in line with normal
text where possible and use the solidus (/) instead of a
horizontal line for small fractional terms, e.g., X/Y. In prin-
ciple, variables are to be presented in italics. Powers of e
are often more conveniently denoted by exp. Number con-
secutively any equations that have to be displayed sepa-
rately from the text (if referred to explicitly in the text).

Footnotes

Footnotes should be used sparingly. Number them con-
secutively throughout the article. Many word processors
build footnotes into the text, and this feature may be
used. Should this not be the case, indicate the position of
footnotes in the text and present the footnotes themselves
separately at the end of the article.

Artwork

Electronic artwork

General points

e Make sure you use uniform lettering and sizing of your
original artwork.

e Preferred fonts: Arial (or Helvetica), Times New Roman
(or Times), Symbol, Courier.

e Number the illustrations according to their sequence in
the text.
Use a logical naming convention for your artwork files.
Indicate per figure if it is a single, 1.5 or 2-column fitting
image.
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e For Word submissions only, you may still provide figures
and their captions, and tables within a single file at the
revision stage.

e Please note that individual figure files larger than 10 MB
must be provided in separate source files.

A detailed guide on electronic artwork is available on our

website:

https://www.elsevier.com/artworkinstructions.

You are urged to visit this site; some excerpts from

the detailed information are given here.

Formats

Regardless of the application used, when your electronic
artwork is finalized, please ‘save as’ or convert the images
to one of the following formats (note the resolution re-
quirements for line drawings, halftones, and line/halftone
combinations given below):

EPS (or PDF): Vector drawings. Embed the font or save
the text as ‘graphics’.

TIFF (or JPG): Color or grayscale photographs (half-
tones): always use a minimum of 300 dpi.

TIFF (or JPG): Bitmapped line drawings: use a mini-
mum of 1000 dpi.

TIFF (or JPG): Combinations bitmapped line/half-
tone (color or grayscale): a minimum of 500 dpi is
required.

Please do not:

e Supply files that are optimized for screen use (e.g., GIF,
BMP, PICT, WPG); the resolution is too low.

e Supply files that are too low in resolution.

e Submit graphics that are disproportionately large for
the content.

Color artwork

Please make sure that artwork files are in an acceptable
format (TIFF (or JPEG), EPS (or PDF), or MS Office files)
and with the correct resolution. If, together with your
accepted article, you submit usable color figures then
Elsevier will ensure, at no additional charge, that these
figures will appear in color online (e.g., ScienceDirect and
other sites) regardless of whether or not these illustrations
are reproduced in color in the printed version. For color
reproduction in print, you will receive information
regarding the costs from Elsevier after receipt of
your accepted article. Please indicate your preference
for color: in print or online only. For further information on
the preparation of electronic artwork, please see
https://www.elsevier.com/artworkinstructions.

Figure captions

Ensure that each illustration has a caption. A caption
should comprise a brief title (not on the figure itself) and
a description of the illustration. Keep text in the illustra-
tions themselves to a minimum but explain all symbols
and abbreviations used.

Tables

Please submit tables as editable text and not as images.
Tables can be placed either next to the relevant text in
the article, or on separate page(s) at the end. Number
tables consecutively in accordance with their appear-
ance in the text and place any table notes below the
table body. Be sparing in the use of tables and ensure
that the data presented in them do not duplicate results
described elsewhere in the article. Please avoid using
vertical rules.

References

Citation in text

Please ensure that every reference cited in the text is also
present in the reference list (and vice versa). Any refer-
ences cited in the abstract must be given in full. Unpub-
lished results and personal communications are not rec-
ommended in the reference list, but may be mentioned in
the text. If these references are included in the reference
list they should follow the standard reference style of the
journal and should include a substitution of the publication
date with either ‘Unpublished results’ or ‘Personal commu-
nication’. Citation of a reference as ‘in press’ implies that
the item has been accepted for publication.

Web references

As a minimum, the full URL should be given and the date
when the reference was last accessed. Any further infor-
mation, if known (DOI, author names, dates, reference to
a source publication, etc.), should also be given. Web ref-
erences can be listed separately (e.g., after the reference
list) under a different heading if desired, or can be includ-
ed in the reference list.

References in a special issue

Please ensure that the words ‘this issue’ are added to any
references in the list (and any citations in the text) to oth-
er articles in the same Special Issue.

Reference management software

Most Elsevier journals have their reference template avail-
able in many of the most popular reference management
software products. These include all products that support
Citation Style Language styles (http://citationstyles.org),
such as Mendeley
(http://www.mendeley.com/features/reference-manager)
and Zotero (https://www.zotero.org/), as well as EndNote
(http://endnote.com/downloads/styles). Using the word
processor plug-ins from these products, authors only need
to select the appropriate journal template when preparing
their article, after which citations and bibliographies will be
automatically formatted in the journal’s style.

If no template is yet available for this journal, please fol-
low the format of the sample references and citations as
shown in this Guide.

Users of Mendeley Desktop can easily install the reference
style for this journal by clicking the following link:
http://open.mendeley.com/use-citation-style/internation-
al-journal-of-research-in-marketing

When preparing your manuscript, you will then be able to
select this style using the Mendeley plugins for Microsoft
Word or LibreOffice.

Reference formatting

There are no strict requirements on reference formatting
at submission. References can be in any style or format as
long as the style is consistent. Where applicable, author(s)
name(s), journal title/book title, chapter title/article title,
year of publication, volume number/book chapter and the
pagination must be present. Use of DOI is highly encouraged.
The reference style used by the journal will be applied to
the accepted article by Elsevier at the proof stage. Note that
missing data will be highlighted at proof stage for the author
to correct. If you do wish to format the references yourself
they should be arranged according to the following examples:

Reference style
Text: Citations in the text should follow the referencing
style used by the American Psychological Association. You
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are referred to the Publication Manual of the American
Psychological Association, Sixth Edition, ISBN 978-1-4338-
0561-5, copies of which may be ordered from
http://books.apa.org/books.cfm?id=4200067 or APA Order
Dept., P.O.B. 2710, Hyattsville, MD 20784, USA or APA, 3
Henrietta Street, London, WC3E 8LU, UK.

List: references should be arranged first alphabetically and
then further sorted chronologically if necessary. More than
one reference from the same author(s) in the same year
must be identified by the letters ‘a’, ‘b’, ‘c’, etc., placed af-
ter the year of publication.

Examples:
Reference to a journal publication:
Van der Geer, J., Hanraads, J. A. J., & Lupton, R. A.
(2010). The art of writing a scientific article. Journal of
Scientific Communications, 163, 51-59.
Reference to a book:
Strunk, W., Jr.,, & White, E. B. (2000). The elements of
style. (4th ed.). New York: Longman, (Chapter 4).
Reference to a chapter in an edited book:
Mettam, G. R., & Adams, L. B. (2009). How to prepare
an electronic version of your article. In B. S. Jones, & R.
Z. Smith (Eds.), Introduction to the electronic age (pp.
281-304). New York: E-Publishing Inc.

AudioSlides

The journal encourages authors to create an AudioSlides
presentation with their published article. AudioSlides are
brief, webinar-style presentations that are shown next
to the online article on ScienceDirect. This gives authors
the opportunity to summarize their research in their own
words and to help readers understand what the paper
is about. More information and examples are available
at https://www.elsevier.com/audioslides. Authors of this
journal will automatically receive an invitation e-mail to
create an AudioSlides presentation after acceptance of
their paper.

Supplementary material

Supplementary material can support and enhance your
scientific research. Supplementary files offer the author
additional possibilities to publish supporting applications,
high-resolution images, background datasets, sound clips
and more. Please note that such items are published
online exactly as they are submitted; there is no typeset-
ting involved (supplementary data supplied as an Excel
file or as a PowerPoint slide will appear as such online).
Please submit the material together with the article and
supply a concise and descriptive caption for each file. If
you wish to make any changes to supplementary data
during any stage of the process, then please make sure
to provide an updated file, and do not annotate any cor-
rections on a previous version. Please also make sure to
switch off the ‘Track Changes’ option in any Microsoft Of-
fice files as these will appear in the published supplemen-
tary file(s). For more detailed instructions please visit our
artwork instruction pages at
https://www.elsevier.com/artworkinstructions.

Code and data deposit to RunMyCode.org

You can enrich your online article by uploading rele-
vant computer code and data to the RunMyCode repos-
itory. Once published, your article on ScienceDirect will
be linked to a dedicated RunMyCode companion web-
site via the “Data for this article” application displayed
next to the article, in the right hand side panel. This

linkage will allow readers to access your code and data
via the RunMyCode companion website. To create a com-
panion website, please go to
http://www.runmycode.org/home.

Submission checklist

The following list will be useful during the final checking
of an article prior to sending it to the journal for review.
Please consult this Guide for Authors for further details of
any item.

Ensure that the following items are present:

One author has been designated as the corresponding au-
thor with contact details:

. E-mail address
. Full postal address

All necessary files have been uploaded, and contain:

Keywords
All figure captions
All tables (including title, description, footnotes)

Further considerations

e Manuscript has been ‘spell-checked’ and ‘grammar-
checked’

e All references mentioned in the Reference list are cited
in the text, and vice versa

e Permission has been obtained for use of copyrighted
material from other sources (including the Internet)
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