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Resumen

El realce de bordes es un elemento de 
análisis para entender la estructura espacial 
de imágenes de satélite. Se presentan dos 
métodos para extraer los bordes de imágenes 
multiespectrales de satélite. Una imagen 
multiespectral se modela como un campo 
vectorial de un número de dimensiones igual 
al número de bandas en la imagen. En este 
oqfgnq." wp" rkzgn" ug" fgÝpg" eqoq" wp" xgevqt"
formado por un número d elementos igual al 
número de bandas. Se aplican dos operadores 
vectoriales a tal campo vectorial. En nuestro 
rtkogt" ofivqfq." gzvgpfgoqu" nc" fgÝpkek„p"
fg" itcfkgpvg0" Gp" guvc" gzvgpuk„p." ug" qdvkgpg"
el vector diferencia del pixel central de una 
ventana con los pixels vecinos.  Se genera 
entonces una imagen multiespectral donde 
cada pixel representa el máximo cambio en la 
respuesta espectral en la imagen en cualquier 
fktgeek„p0" C" guvc" kocigp" ug" ng" fgpqokpc"
el gradiente multiespectral. El otro método 
eqpukfgtc" nc" igpgtcnk¦cek„p" fgn" Ncrncekcpq"
por medio de la transformada de Fourier 
j/fkogpukqpcn0"C"guvc"kocigp"ug"ng"fgpqokpc"
gn" Ncrncekcpq" ownvkgurgevtcn0" Nqu" qrgtcfqtgu"
xgevqtkcngu"tgcnk¦cp"wpc"gzvtceek„p"ukownvƒpgc"
del contenido de bordes en las bandas 
espectrales de la imagen multiespectral. 
Nuestros métodos son libres de parámetros. 
Nuestros métodos trabajan para una imagen 
multiespectral de cualquier número de bandas. 
Se discuten dos ejemplos que involucran 
imágenes multiespectrales de satélite a dos 
escalas. Comparamos nuestros resultados 
con procedimientos de realces de bordes 
cornkcogpvg"gorngcfqu0"Nc"gxcnwcek„p"fg"nqu"
resultados muestra un mejor comportamiento 
de los métodos propuestos comparados con los 
operadores de bordes ampliamente usados..

Palabras clave: fgvgeek„p" fg" dqtfgu." kocigp"
multiespectral, realce de borde, operador 
vectorial.

Abstract

Edge enhancement is an element of analysis 
to derive the spatial structure of satellite 
images. Two methods to extract edges from 
multispectral satellite images are presented. 
C"ownvkurgevtcn" kocig" ku"oqfgngf"cu"c"xgevqt"
Ýgnf"ykvj"c"pwodgt"qh"fkogpukqpu"gswcn"vq"vjg"
number of bands in the image. In this model, a 
rkzgn"ku"fgÝpgf"cu"c"xgevqt"hqtogf"d{"c"pwodgt"
of elements equal to the number of bands. Two 
vector operators are applied to such vector 
Ýgnf0" Kp" qwt" Ýtuv" ogvjqf." yg" gzvgpf" vjg"
fgÝpkvkqp" qh" vjg" itcfkgpv0" Kp" vjku" gzvgpukqp."
the vector difference of the window central 
rkzgn" ykvj" pgkijdqtkpi" rkzgnu" ku" qdvckpgf0" C"
multispectral image is then generated where 
each pixel represents the maximum change in 
spectral response in the image in any direction. 
This image is named a multispectral gradient. 
The other method, considers the generalization 
qh"vjg"Ncrncekcp"d{"ogcpu"qh"cp"j-dimensional 
Fourier transform. This image is named a 
ownvkurgevtcn" Ncrncekcp0" Vjg" xgevqt" qrgtcvqtu"
perform a simultaneous extraction of edge-
content in the spectral bands of a multispectral 
image. Our methods are parameter-free. Our 
methods work for a multispectral image of any 
number of bands. Two examples are discussed 
that involve multispectral satellite images at 
two scales. We compare our results with widely 
used edge enhancement procedures. The 
evaluation of results shows better performance 
of proposed methods when compared to widely 
used edge operators.

Key words: edge detection, multispectral 
image, edge enhancement, vector operator.
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Introduction

Edge detection has been undertaken for 
gray-level and color images using a number 
qh" ogvjqfu" cpf" rtqegfwtgu0" Oquv" qh" vjg"
vgejpkswgu"rwdnkujgf"kp"vjg"uekgpvkÝe"nkvgtcvwtg"
in the last years deal with color images.

Well-established methods such as Kirsch, 
Uqdgn."Itcfkgpv"cpf"Ncrncekcp"qrgtcvqtu"jcxg"
been widely used to extract edges in gray-level 
kocigu"*Rtcvv."4223+0"Dqy{gt"cpf"eq/yqtmgtu"
*4223+"rtqxkfgf"c"fgvckngf"ceeqwpv"qh"c"pwodgt"
of edge operators in gray images. The reviewed 
operators carry a set of parameters that needs 
vq" dg" fgÝpgf" kp" vgtou" qh" jgwtkuvke" etkvgtkc0"
Ground-truth images were used to derive a 
encuukÝecvkqp" qh" gfig" qrgtcvqt" rgthqtocpeg"
*Dqy{gt"et al0." 4223+0"C"fghqtocdng" eqpvqwt."
fgÝpgf" d{" c" ycxgngv" upcmg." ku" fgukipgf" vq"
identify the boundary of pulmonary nodules in 
fkikvcn" ejguv" tcfkqitcrju" *[qujkfc." 4225+0" Kp"
vjku"yqtm" *[qujkfc"4225+." c"ownvk/uecng" gfig"
representation is obtained by means of the 
ycxgngv" vtcpuhqto=" vjku" rtqfwegu." jqygxgt."
fragmented edge segments. Therefore, a 
wavelet snake was used to produce a smooth 
and closed contour of a pulmonary nodule. 

Other methods to detect edges in gray-level 
images use fuzzy logic. Segmentation of a fuzzy 
image into regions of similar image properties 
was achieved by means of a fuzzy procedure 
*Dkicpf"et al0."4223+0"Vjku"ogvjqf"yqtmu"ykvj"
fuzzy-like and noisy images. Zero crossings 
that correspond to gradient maxima were 
obtained by means of the cosine transform 
kp" pqku{" kocigu" *Uwpfctco." 4225+0" Vjku"
scheme favors the detection of weak edges in 
background noise and suppresses false edges.

Vjg" oqfgnkpi" qh" pcvwtcn" TID" kocigu" cu"
xgevqt"Ýgnfu"jcu"dggp"gzrnqkvgf"vq"fgvgev"gfigu"
kp" eqnqt" kocigu" *Mquejcp" cpf" Cdkfk." 4227="
Gxcpu" cpf" Nkw." 4228+0" Kp" vjgkt" uvwfkgu." vjg"
cwvjqtu"*Mquejcp"cpf"Cdkfk."4227+"rtqxkfg"cp"
overview of color edge detection techniques, 
and, in particular, generalizations of Canny 
and Cumani operators to color spaces were 
fkuewuugf"ykvj"gzcorngu0"Gxcpu"cpf"Nkw"*4228+"
provide a review of color edge detectors.

C" rctcogvgt/htgg" crrtqcej" eqwnf" dg"
obtained when an automatic determination 
threshold was calculated using a model-based 
design (Fan et al0."4223+0"Ykvj"vjku"crrtqcej."c"
color-image edge operator is derived. Cellular 
neural networks applied to color images 
tguwnvgf"kp"c"oqfgn"vq"fgvgev"gfigu"*Nk"et al., 
422:+0" Vjku" oqfgn" ycu" uweeguuhwnn{" crrnkgf"
vq" TID" kocigu" ykvj" eqnqt" vguv" rcvvgtpu0" Kp"

addition to these results, the authors provided 
a detailed revision of color edge detection 
techniques.

Tgegpv" cfxcpegu" kp" gfig" gpjcpegogpv"
for color images show clear advantages over 
methods for mono-spectral images (Xu et al., 
4232="Ejgp"cpf"Ejgp."4232="Pg¦jcfct{c"cpf"
Mtgkfkgj."4233="Icq"et al0." 4233="Ejw"et al., 
4235+0" Eqnqt" kocigu" ctg" kpetgcukpin{" wugf"
in many applications such as surveillance, 
eqorwvgt" xkukqp" cpf" tqdqvkeu0" Ownvkurgevtcn"
satellite images are available at several 
scales. For these two groups of images, edge 
enhancement is an element of structural 
analysis.

C"igpgtcn"ogvjqf"ku"pggfgf"vjcv"yqtmu"hqt"
any number of bands, with no parameters and a 
tgcuqpcdng"eqorwvkpi"vkog0"Vq"hwnÝnn"uwej"iqcn."
we model a multispectral satellite image by 
ogcpu"qh"c"xgevqt"Ýgnf0"Vjg"fkogpukqp"qh"vjku"
Ýgnf"gswcnu"vjg"pwodgt"qh"dcpfu"qh"vjg"kocig0"
Wrqp"vjku"Ýgnf."yg"oc{"crrn{"xgevqt"qrgtcvqtu0"
We compare our results with those obtained 
htqo"eqpxgpvkqpcn"gfig"qrgtcvqtu"*Rtcvv."4223="
Dqy{gt"et al0."4223+0"Yg"ectt{"qwv"c"fgvckngf"
evaluation of our results. Such evaluation 
includes qualitative and quantitative analysis. 
Our evaluation shows a clear improvement 
with respect to conventional edge operators. 

Study area and data

Two multispectral satellite images were used 
to test the goodness of our method at different 
uecngu0"Dqvj"kocigu"eqxgt"c"rqtvkqp"qh"Ogzkeq"
City where the runaways of an airport are 
clearly visible. One of the images is formed by 
vjg"xkukdng"cpf"pgct" kphtctgf"*XPKT+"dcpfu"qh"
vjg" Cfxcpegf" Urcegdqtpg" Vjgtocn" Gokuukqp"
cpf"TgÞgevkqp"Tcfkqogvgt"ugpuqt"*CUVGT+"qp"
dqctf"Vgttc"ucvgnnkvg"*Hkiwtg"3+0"Vjg"hqwt"dcpfu"
qh"vjg"KMQPQU"ugpuqt"*Hkiwtg"4+"hqto"vjg"qvjgt"
kocig0" Vcdng" 3" rtqxkfgu" dcuke" rctcogvgtu" qh"
these images.

Table 1." Dcuke" rctcogvgtu" qh" ownvkurgevtcn"
images.

 ASTER  IKONOS

Ceswkukvkqp"fcvg" Lwn{"9."4225" Lwpg"36."4228

Pixel size (m4+" 37"©"37" 6"©"6
Fkogpukqp"*rkzgnu+" 722"z"722" 3422"z"3422

Dcpfu"*oo+"" 3+"2074/2082" 3+"2067/2074
" 4+"2085/208;" 4+"2074/2082
" 5P+"2098/20:8" 5+"2085/208;
" 5D+"2098/20:8" 6+"2098/20;2
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The high density of streets, avenues and 
buildings of the city results in a large number of 
edges per unit area. Such edges are of varying 
shape and size. Therefore, the multiple edges 
formed by streets, avenues, causeways and 
building blocks are a good test for our method.

These images are not precisely ortho-
tgevkÝgf"ukpeg"pq" kornkecvkqpu"qp"qwt"ogvjqf"
ctkug0" Jqygxgt." tgevkÝecvkqp" ykvj" Ýtuv/qtfgt"
polynomial equation was applied in order 

to relate pixel coordinates with geographic 
coordinates.

Methods

In a multispectral image, the information-
content of edges varies through the bands. 
In order to extract the information of edges 
from the multispectral image, we require a 
transformation applicable to the image as a 
whole.

Figure 1. First principal component of 
CUVGT"kocig0

Figure 2. First principal component of 
IKONOS image.
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In addition to the original bands, principal 
components analysis was performed on the 
vyq" kocigu0" Vjg" Ýtuv" rtkpekrcn" eqorqpgpv"
of both images is used to apply widely used 
gfig" qrgtcvqtu" *Rtcvv." 4223=" Dqy{gt" et al., 
4223+0"Vjgug"qrgtcvqtu"ctg"wugf"hqt"vjg"ucmg"
of comparison with the methods developed 
kp" qwt" yqtm0" Vjg" Ýtuv" rtkpekrcn" eqorqpgpv"
accumulates most of the variance of the 
kocigu<" 9:072'" hqt" vjg" CUVGT" kocig." cpf"
:502;'"hqt"vjg"KMQPQU"kocig0"Vjgtghqtg."yg"
crrnkgf"ykfgn{"wugf"gfig"qrgtcvqtu"vq"vjg"Ýtuv"
principal component.

Xgevqt"Ýgnf"qh"c"ownvkurgevtcn"kocig

The modeling of an j-dimensional multispectral 
kocig" cu" c" xgevqt" Ýgnf" yknn" dg" cfftguugf" kp"
ugevkqp" 503" *Nktc" cpf" Tqft‡iwg¦." 4228+0" Vjku"
Ýgnf"jqnfu"vjg"ucog"fkogpukqp"cu"vjg"qtkikpcn"
ownvkurgevtcn"kocig0"Vjg"Ýgnf"ku"eqorqugf"d{"
the set of pixels considered as j-dimensional 
vectors.

Kp" Ugevkqp" 504." yg" fgvgtokpgf" oczkowo"
difference vectors in a moving window that 
systematically scan the entire image. This 
maximum difference produces an j-dimensional 
image where edges are enhanced.

Kp"Ugevkqp"505."yg"fgtkxgf"cp"j-dimensional 
Ncrncekcp"wukpi"Hqwtkgt"vtcpuhqto0"Vq"fq"uq."yg"
Ýtuv"eqpukfgt"vjg"Hqwtkgt"vtcpuhqto"qh"ugeqpf"
rctvkcn"fgtkxcvgu"qh"cp"kocig"*Dtcegygnn."4225+0"
Ykvj"vjku"tguwnv."yg"rtqfwegf"vjg"Ncrncekcp"qh"

cp"kocig0"Hkpcnn{."yg"igpgtcnk¦gf"vjg"Ncrncekcp"
for multispectral images composed of j-bands. 
C"Þqy" ejctv" tguwogu"qwt"ogvjqfu." htqo" vjg"
modeling of a multispectral image as a vector 
Ýgnf."vq"vjg"gpjcpegogpv"qh"gfigu"vjtqwij"vjg"
dcpfu"qh"vjg"kocig"*Hkiwtg"5+

Ngv" L »" }3." 0" 0" 0" O’" ©" }3." 0" 0" 0" P’" dg" c"
rectangular discrete lattice. This lattice is 
virtually overlaid on the scene. On each node 
of L, a resolution cell named the instantaneous 
Ýgnf"qh"xkgy"*KHQX+"ku"nqecvgf0"Hqt"gcej"KHQX."
an j-dimensional vector {b3,b4, . . . bj’" ku"
derived by means of a multispectral sensor 
set. The vector {b3,b4, . . . bj’"tgrtgugpvu"vjg"
average spectral properties of an IFOV of the 
scene. This vector is named a picture element 
*rkzgn+" qh" c" ownvk/urgevtcn" kocig0" Kp" qvjgt"
words, the IFOV is a physical area in the scene, 
yjkng"vjg"rkzgn"ku"vjg"fkikvcn"pwodgt"*FP+"kp"vjg"
kocig0"Ngv" vjg"ownvk/urgevtcn" kocig"g = {g

i
’"

be formed by the group of pixels according to 
the following set g

i
 = {b

j
*m.n+’

i
, $ i. Where i Œ ‘ "ku"vjg"ugv"}3.4."0"0"0"j’"tgrtgugpvkpi"vjg"

collection of bands of the multispectral image. 

On the other hand, let X
i
 be the set

 X
i
 »"{Xi｡Xi Œ"‘."2"ø"z

i
"ø"4m"&"3’."$ i 

*3+

Yjgtg"o"?:" kp"oquv"ecugu0"Vjg"ectvgukcp"
product Xj = X3 · X4 · . . . Xj"fgÝpgu"vjg"ugv"qh"
the ordered j-tuple (x3,x4, . . . xj+0"Yg"gswcvg"
x

i
 = b

i
, therefore (b3,b4, . . . bj+"ku"cp"j-tuple 

in this cartesian coordinate system. To every j-tuple (b3,b4, . . . bj+."c"xgevqt u is associated: 
u(x3,x4, . . . xj+"² (b3,b4, . . . bj+0

The set of vectors {u(x3,x4, . . . xj+’" ku"
the result of the mapping of the multispectral 
kocig" qpvq" c" xgevqt" Ýgnf0" Yg" pqvg" vjcv" pqv"
every j-tuple (x3,x4, . . . xj+." jcu" c" xgevqt"
cuuqekcvgf"vq"vjg"xgevqt"Ýgnf."cpf"cp"n-tuple 
(x3,x4, . . . xj+"oc{"jcxg"oqtg"vjcp"qpg"xgevqt"
cuuqekcvgf"vq"vjg"xgevqt"Ýgnf0"Jgpeg."vjg"xgevqt"
Ýgnf"cuuqekcvgf"ykvj"vjg"ownvkurgevtcn"kocig"ku"
the set of vectors U = {u(x3,x4, . . . xj+’0

Multispectral gradient

Once the multispectral image is modeled as 
c" xgevqt" Ýgnf." yg" oc{" rtqeggf" vq" fgÝpg" c"
ownvkurgevtcn"gfig0"Ngv"v

c
 be a moving window 

that systematically scans, pixel by pixel, the 
whole image. The window v

c
" ku" qh" uk¦g" 5·5"

rkzgnu0"Ngv"D(g+"dg"vjg"fqockp"qh" vjg" kocig."

Figure 3. Schematic diagram for calculation of 
ownvkurgevtcn"itcfkgpv"cpf"ownvkurgevtcn"Ncrncekcp0
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thus the condition that v
c
 Ł D(g+"fgvgtokpgu"

that the border pixels of the image cannot be 
processed.

Ngv"vjg"xgevqt"p
c
 be the central pixel of such 

window and let p3, p4, . . . p: be the neighboring 
pixels of p

c
. The set of pixels {p

i
’."k"?"3."4."0"0"

0":"ku"vjg":/eqppgevgf"pgkijdqt"ugv"qh"p
c
. We 

obtain the vector difference of the central pixel 
with all neighboring pixels of the window

 Fp
i
 = p

c
 - p

i
, $ i Œ v

c
" *4+

The vector of the window that makes 
the largest difference is written in an output 
multispectral image named f

 
p p pi c i

c

∈ −
∈

f : max
i v

o " *5+

Gswcvkqp" *5+" ogcpu" vjcv" egpvtcn" rkzgn" p
c
, 

in moving window, is replaced by neighboring 
pixel p

i
 with the largest Euclidiean distance to 

the central pixel.

The vector difference is calculated employing 
the Euclidian distance

 
p pc i j

c

j

i

j

b b− = −
=

∑ ( )

/

2

1

1 2η

" *6+

The image f contains the edge information 
across the bands of the original image g. 
Image f is dubbed the multispectral gradient 
*Hkiwtg"5+0

Cxgtcig" qh" dcpfu" qh" qwvrwv" gfig" kocig"
f is calculated in order to concentrate the 
information on a single image. Principal 
components analysis may be applied as 
well to output image f to concentrate in the 
Ýtuv" eqorqpgpv" vjg" gfig" eqpvgpv" qh" vjg"
multispectral-edge image. We use the average 
of the output image bands.

Fgtkxcvkqp"qh"j-dimensional Laplacian

C"Ncrncekcp"ku"ykfgn{"wugf"cu"cp"gfig"qrgtcvqt"
*Rtcvv."4223+0"Pgxgtvjgnguu."cevwcn"Ncrncekcp"ku"
applied to each separate band of a multispectral 
kocig0"C"ownvkurgevtcn"Ncrncekcp"ku"pggfgf"vq"
extract edge content from the ensemble of the 
bands as a whole.

We begin with the consideration of the 
Ncrncekcp" kp" eqpvkpwqwu" urceg." cpf" vjgp" yg"
ytkvg"vjg"tguwnv"kp"fkuetgvg"urceg0"Ngv"i*x,y+"Œ

}4 be a function that describes a single band 
image where (x,y+" ctg" vjg" eqqtfkpcvgu" qh" c"
pixel in this image. We initiate this step with 
the use of the equations

 

∂

∂

⎡

⎣
⎢

⎤

⎦
⎥ = −

g
G

2

2 2
2

( , )
( ) ( , )

x y

x
x x y2

π       ω ω      ωF

"*7+

 

∂

∂

⎡

⎣
⎢

⎤

⎦
⎥ = −

g
G

2

2 2
2

( , )
( ) ( , )

x y

y
y x y2

π       ω ω      ωF

"*8+

C"fgvckngf"gzrncpcvkqp"qp"vjg"fgtkxcvkqp"qh"
gswcvkqpu"*7+"cpf"*8+"ku"rtqxkfgf"kp"Nktc"*4232+0"
Kp"gswcvkqpu"*7+"cpf"*8+."=  stands for Fourier 
transform, G(y

x
,y

y
+"ku"vjg"Hqwtkgt"vtcpuhqto"qh"

the image g(x,y+"cpf"l"ku"vjg"eqorngz"pwodgt"
[10"Kp"gswcvkqpu"*7+"cpf"*8+."*x,y+"ctg"urcvkcn"

coordinates in image domain, whereas (w
x
, w

y
+"

are spatial frequencies in Fourier domain.

Htqo" gswcvkqpu" *7+" cpf" *8+" yg" jcxg" vjg"
Hqwtkgt"vtcpuhqto"qh"vjg"Ncrncekcp

 [ = − +2 2 2 2
2g G( , )] ( ) ( ) ( , )x y

x y x y

∆ π         ω ω                ω       ω  F   
" " *9+

Gswcvkqp"*9+"ku"fwddgf"vjg"uecnct"Ncrncekcp0

On the grounds of results given by equation 
*9+."yg"oc{"igpgtcnk¦g"vjg"Hqwtkgt" vtcpuhqto"
qh"vjg"Ncrncekcp"vq"n/fkogpukqpu0"Ngv"f(r+"Œ"}j, 
be a vector valued function that describes a 
multispectral image formed by n-bands. The 
vector f(r+" ?" }h3(x,y+." h4(x,y+." 0" 0" 0" hj(x,y+’"
represents the values of a pixel through the 
bands, i.e., the image value at a pixel location 
r = (x,y+"Œ"}j. The function f(r+" ku" c" xgevqt"
Ýgnf" vjcv" fguetkdgu" vjg" ownvkurgevtcn" kocig"
according to lineaments described in section 
503" *Nktc" cpf" Tqftkiwg¦." 4228+0" Vjg" Hqwtkgt"
transform of f(r+" ku" vjgp" *Dtcegygnn." 4225="
Gdnkpi"cpf"Uejgwgtocpp."4227+

 
F f r f r r r( ) [ ( )] ... ( )exp{ }ωω ωω= = − ⋅

∞

+∞

∞

+∞

∫∫ 2π j d
--

F
 

" " *:+

Vjg"Hqwtkgt"vtcpuhqto"qh"vjg"xgevqt"Ýgnf"f(r+"
produces a vector valued function in Fourier 
space, namely, F(y+" ?" " ]f(r+_0" Vjg" xgevqt"
F(y+"?"}H3(y3, y4+."H4(y3, y4+."0"0"0"Hj(y3, y4+’."
represents the spatial frequency content of the 
image at the location y = (y3,y4+0"Kp"}j, the 
coordinates in Fourier domain (y3, y4+." cpf"
spatial domain (x, y+." eqxgt" vjg"ucog"tcpig."

=
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3"ø"*x, w3+"ø"O"cpf"3"ø"*y, y4+"ø"P."dwv"vjgkt"
meaning is different: (x, y+"tgrtgugpvu"urcvkcn"
coordinates, while (y3, y4+" tgrtgugpvu" urcvkcn"
frequencies.

In discrete space ̃~
, the coordinates in 

Fourier domain k = (k3, k4+."cpf"urcvkcn"fqockp"
q = (m, n+."eqxgt"vjg"ucog"tcpig."3"ø"*m, k3+"
ø"O"cpf"3"ø"*n, k4+"ø"P0"Kh"f(q+"Œ ̃~

, where 
(m, n; k3, k4+"Œ ̃, then the discrete version of 
gswcvkqp"*:+"ku

 F f f( ) [ ( )] ... ( )exp{ }k q q q= = − ⋅∑∑ 2π
η

j
m

N

i

kF  
" " *;+

Where f(q+"?"}h3(m, n+."h4(m, n+."0"0"0"hj(m, 
n+’"cpf"F(k+"?"}H3(k3, k4+."H4(k3, k4+."0"0"0"Hj(k3, 
k4+’0"Vjg"Ncrncekcp"kp"̃

~"qh"vjg"xgevqt"Ýgnf"f(q+"
is therefore

 [ = −2 2 2
2f F( )] ( ) ( )q k kπF " *32+

Where F(k+" ?" " ]f(q+_0" Vjku" gswcvkqp" ecp"
be applied to a multispectral image to derive 
edge content through the bands. Note that 
gswcvkqp" *9+" ku" c" rctvkewnct" ecug" qh" gswcvkqp"
*32+0"Gswcvkqp"*32+"ku"fwddgf"vjg"ownvkurgevtcn"
Ncrncekcp0

Vq" ecnewncvg" vjku" ownvkurgevtcn" Ncrncekcp."
yg" Ýtuv" qdvckp" vjg" Hqwtkgt" vtcpuhqto" qh" vjg"
xgevqt"Ýgnf"cuuqekcvgf"vq"vjg"kocig"vq"rtqfweg"
F(k+0"Kp"Hqwtkgt"urceg."yg"ownvkrn{"vjg"tguwnv"
d{"Î"*4r+4｡k｡4 and apply the inverse Fourier 
vtcpuhqto"vq"qdvckp"vjg"ownvkurgevtcn"Ncrncekcp"
*Hkiwtg"5+0

Gxcnwcvkqp"qh"gfigu

The criteria to evaluate the edge enhancement 
resulting from our methods and from widely 
known edge operators are divided in qualitative 
and quantitative. The edges produced by the 
urban network of streets, avenues, buildings, 
idle lots and parks occur at random directions 
kp" vjg" kocigu0" Fwg" vq" vjku" tcpfqopguu." c"
rtqÝng" qh" rkzgn" xcnwgu" cnqpi" cp{" fktgevkqp" ku"
representative of the edge content of the 
kocigu0" Yg" eqpukfgtgf" rkzgn" xcnwgu" rtqÝngu"
along several directions. We analyzed such 
rtqÝngu" hqt"ykfgn{"mpqyp"gfig"qrgtcvqtu"cpf"
for outputs of our methods. We present the 
rnqvu" qh" vyq"rtqÝngu" hqt" gcej" ugpuqt." cpf"yg"
include two graphs that condense the behavior 
qh" vgp" rtqÝngu" hqt" gcej" ugpuqt<" CUVGT" cpf"
KMQPQU0"Kp"vqvcn."yg"cpcn{¦gf"vygpv{"rtqÝngu0"
From these plots, we derive a qualitative and 
quantitative evaluation as described below. 

Dncem"fqvu"kp"Ýiwtgu"7."8."9."cpf":"kpfkecvg"vjg"
lines where the plots were extracted. Figures 
33." 34." 35." cpf" 36" kpfkecvg" vjg" nkpg." eqnwop"
cpf"cping"qh"vjg"nqecvkqp"qh"rtqÝngu0

Qualitative evaluation

We display in a high-resolution monitor the 
edge enhanced images. We display as well 
vjg"Ýtuv"rtkpekrcn"eqorqpgpv"qh"dqvj" kocigu0"
C" fgvckngf" xkuwcn" kpurgevkqp" ku" ecttkgf" qwv0"
On the grounds of previously published work 
on qualitative image evaluation (Escalante-
Tcoktg¦"cpf"Nktc."3;;8+."gcej"gfig/gpjcpegf"
image was rated according to the following 
qualitative criteria: general quality, sharpness, 
contrast, and noisiness. In addition, we 
evaluated the number of gray levels and 
fgÝpkvkqp" qh" gfigu0" Ukpeg" vjg" Ýtuv" rtkpekrcn"
component of the images accumulates 
most of the variance, we compare the edge 
enhancement with this component. The aim 
of this comparison is to evaluate, according 
to the above criteria, the degree of edge 
enhancement with respect to the original edge 
information content of the images.

Quantitative evaluation

We use several indicators to perform a 
swcpvkvcvkxg"gxcnwcvkqp"*Hkiwtg"6+<"Unqrg"Î"vjg"
oqtg"uvggrpguu"vjg"dgvvgt"vjg"fgÝpkvkqp"qh"vjg"
slope of an edge. Widening – a width as close as 
possible to the original edge the better. Spatial 
location – the closest of the enhanced edge to 
the original location the better. Contrast – the 
highest the contrast the better.

C" eqorwvgt" eqfg" ycu" fgxgnqrgf" hqt"
swcpvkvcvkxg"gxcnwcvkqp0"Cp"kocig"ku"fkurnc{gf"
in a high resolution monitor. With the help of 
a cursor, a line of the image is selected. The 
rtqÝng" qh" rkzgn" xcnwgu" ku" ujqyp" kp" c" rnqv0" C"
rtqÝng"ku"ugngevgf"vjcv"eqpvckpu"qpg"qh"vjg"gfig"
oqfgnu"ikxgp"kp"Ýiwtg"60"C"urnkpg"ku"qdvckpgf"hqt"
the selected edge-model. From such spline, the 
rctcogvgtu"kpfkecvgf"kp"vjg"oqfgnu"qh"Ýiwtg"6"
are calculated. There are many types of edges 
in the images. To obtain a coherent quantitative 
evaluation of edges, we considered three types 
that occur frequently in the images. Figure 
6" ujqyu" c" uejgocvke" fkcitco" qh" uwej" v{rgu"
where the above indicators are depicted. We 
performed such measurement for an ensemble 
qh" gfigu0" Hkiwtg" 6*e+" ujqyu" c" rtqÝng" vjcv"
qeewtu"qpn{"kp"Ncrncekcp"cpf"Mktuej"qrgtcvqtu0"
The computation of indicators is as follows.

Slope – we measure the slope as the angle 
of the borders of an edge with respect to the 

F

=
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vertical direction. Widening – we measure the 
maximum width of an edge in pixels. Spatial 
location – we identify the spatial coordinate of 
the center of an edge. Contrast – we measure 
the contrast as the difference between the 
maximum value and the minimum value of an 
edge.

In order to complement our evaluation of 
edge enhancement we developed a computer 
code for the Canny and Cumani operators 
*Mquejcp" cpf" Cdkfk." 4227=" Gxcpu" cpf" Nkw."
4228+0" Vjg" eqorwvgt" eqfg" ycu" fgukipgf"
following the method explained in the article 
d{"Mquejcp"cpf"Cdkfk" *4227+0"Vyq"TID" hcnug"
eqnqt"eqorqukvgu"ygtg"rtqfwegf"wukpi"vjg"Ýtuv"
vjtgg" dcpfu" qh" CUVGT" cpf" KMQPQU" kocigu0"
Upon these images, the Canny and Cumani 
operators were applied. Such operators consist 
qh" c" vyq/uvgr" rtqegfwtg0" Vjg" Ýtuv" uvgr" ku"
vjg" gpjcpegogpv" qh" vjg" gfigu=" vjg" ugeqpf"
step is the detection of the edges by means 

of a threshold operation. We present results 
qpn{" hqt" vjg"gpjcpegogpv"qh" vjg"gfigu0"Dqvj"
operators, Canny and Cumani, carry a number 
of parameters that require a determination by 
heuristic procedures. There are no analytical 
methods to estimate such parameters in an 
optimal design. Instead, our methods are 
parameter-free.

Results and discussion

Results

The necessary algorithms to apply the methods 
described in previous section were developed 
wukpi"Fgnrjk"ncpiwcig"twppkpi"wpfgt"Ykpfqyu"
9"kp"c"RE0"Ugxgtcn"gfig"rtqfwevu"ctg"rtgugpvgf"
in our work. They are organized in two groups: 
*c+"gfigu"htqo"ykfgn{"wugf"gfig"qrgtcvqtu."*d+"
edges derived from the methods developed in 
our work. These groups are analyzed. In order 
to facilitate the comparison of these results, 

Figure 4. Schematic diagram of an edge and parameters of evaluation.

a)

b)

c)
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four mosaics of selected regions of the images 
were prepared. These mosaics include the 
multispectral edges derived from our method 
and results from the above mentioned edge 
qrgtcvqtu0" Dqzgu" qp" Ýiwtgu" 3" cpf" 4" ujqy"
the areas from which these mosaics were 
extracted. The mosaic prepared from boxes on 
vjg"nghv"qh"Ýiwtgu"3"cpf"4"ctg"fwddgf"oqucke"
C."cpf"vjqug"qp"vjg"tkijv"ctg"fwddgf"oqucke"D0

C" ugv" qh" rtqÝngu" ctg"rtqfwegf" vq" gxcnwcvg"
the performance of edge enhancement of the 
ogvjqfu" eqorctgf" kp" vjku" tgugctej0" RtqÝngu"
ctg"eqorctgf0"C"rtqÝng"htqo"vjg"Ýtuv"rtkpekrcn"
component of the original image is compared 
cickpuv" vjg" rtqÝngu" qh" cnn" gfig" gpjcpegogpv"
methods considered in our work.

The mosaics are used to perform the 
qualitative evaluation as discussed in previous 

ugevkqp0" Vjg" rtqÝngu" ctg" wugf" vq" fgxgnqr"
the quantitative evaluation as discussed in 
previous section. The above-mentioned groups 
show the following results.

3+"Gfigu"htqo"xgevqt"fkhhgtgpegu"kp"c"oqxkpi"
ykpfqy"*ownvkurgevtcn"itcfkgpv+0

Cu"gzrnckpgf"kp"Ugevkqp"503."c"ownvkurgevtcn"
edge image is obtained. This multispectral 
image carries the same number of bands as 
the input image. The average of the bands 
of such multispectral edge image was used 
hqt" swcpvkvcvkxg" gxcnwcvkqp0" Hkiwtgu" 7" cpf" 8"
ujqyu"vjg"gpjcpegogpv"qh"gfigu"qh"vjg"CUVGT"
image resulting from such procedure. Figures 
9"cpf":"fgrkev" vjg"gpjcpegogpv"qh" gfigu"qh"
the IKONOS image. For visual purposes, a 
linear saturation enhancement was applied to 
Ýiwtgu"7"/":0"Vjg"swcpvkvcvkxg"gxcnwcvkqp"ycu"
performed upon original results.

Figure 5."Oqucke"CUVGT"C0"*c+"RE3."*d+"cxgtcig"qh"ownvkurgevtcn"itcfkgpv."*e+"ownvkurgevtcn"Ncrncekcp."*f+"Uqdgn"
on PC3."*g+"Htgk/Ejgp"qp"RE3."*h+"Mktuej"qp"RE3."*i+"uecnct"Ncrncekcp"qp"RE3."*j+"Rtgykvv"qp"RE3."*k+"Tqdgtvu"qp"RE3.
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4+" Gfigu" htqo" vjg"ownvkurgevtcn" Ncrncekcp"
*Ugevkqp"504+0

Vjg" ownvkurgevtcn" Ncrncekcp" fgtkxgf" htqo"
gswcvkqp" *32+" ycu" crrnkgf" vq" dqvj" kocigu."
CUVGT"*Ýiwtgu"7"cpf"8+"cpf"KMQPQU"*Ýiwtgu"
9"cpf":+0

5+"Gfigu"htqo"vjg"Ýtuv"rtkpekrcn"eqorqpgpv"
of images.

The following edge operators were applied 
vq"vjg"Ýtuv"rtkpekrcn"eqorqpgpv"qh"CUVGT"cpf"
IKONOS images: Sobel, Frei-Chen, Kirsch, 
uecnct"Ncrncekcp."Rtgykvv"cpf"Tqdgtvu0"Tguwnvu"
ctg"ujqyp"kp"Ýiwtgu"7"cpf"8"hqt"CUVGT"kocig."
cpf"Ýiwtgu"9"cpf":"hqt"KMQPQU"kocig0

6+"Gfigu"htqo"eqnqt"qrgtcvqtu

Two mosaics were prepared to show 
the results of Canny and Cumani operators 
*Hkiwtg";+0"Yg"crrnkgf"c"jkuvqitco"ucvwtcvkqp"
transformation to the images of the mosaics 
hqt"xkuwcn"crrtgekcvkqp"rwtrqugu0"Cp"kpurgevkqp"
of results shows an enhancement similar 
vq" vjg" Uqdgn" qrgtcvqt" *Hkiwtg" 8+0" Vjgtg" ctg"
two limitations to the Canny and Cumani 
qrgtcvqtu0" Vjg" Ýtuv" qpg" ku" vjcv" vjg{" ectt{" c"
pwodgt"qh"rctcogvgtu"vjcv"pggf"vq"dg"fgÝpgf"
by experimental procedure. The second one is 
vjcv"vjg{"yqtm"hqt"TID"eqnqt"kocigu"qpn{="pq"
generalization exists for an arbitrary number of 
bands of a multispectral image.

Figure 6."Oqucke"CUVGT"D"*c+"RE3."*d+"cxgtcig"qh"ownvkurgevtcn"itcfkgpv."*e+"ownvkurgevtcn"Ncrncekcp."*f+"Uqdgn"
on PC3."*g+"Htgk/Ejgp"qp"RE3."*h+"Mktuej"qp"RE3."*i+"uecnct"Ncrncekcp"qp"RE3."*j+"Rtgykvv"qp"RE3."*k+"Tqdgtvu"qp"RE3.
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Vjg" rtqÝngu" hqt" cnn" gfig" gpjcpegogpv"
ogvjqfu" ctg" ujqyp" kp" Ýiwtgu" 33" cpf" 34" hqt"
CUVGT" oquckeu" cpf" Ýiwtgu" 35" cpf" 36" hqt"
IKONOS mosaics.

In order to complement the procedure of 
rtqÝng"gzvtcevkqp"*Hkiwtgu"33"/"36+."c"oqucke"
qh"uvtkr/kocigu"ycu"rtgrctgf"*Hkiwtg"32+0"Vjg"
uvtkr"eqpukuv"qh"c"uwd/kocig"qh"43"rkzgnu" nqpi"
d{" 33" rkzgnu"ykfg0" Vjg" fqvu" kpfkecvg" vjg" nkpg"
qh" rkzgnu" tgncvgf" vq" vjg" rtqÝng0" Vjg" oqucke"
ku" hqtogf"d{"8" uvtkru." qpg" hqt" gcej" kocig"qh"
Ýiwtg"80"Yg"rtgugpv"qpg"oqucke"qh"uvtkru0

7+" Vjg" kpfkecvqtu" *Hkiwtg" 6+" fguetkdgf" kp"
quantitative evaluation were measured for 
vygpv{"rtqÝngu<"vgp"hqt"CUVGT"kocig"cpf"vgp"hqt"

IKONOS image. The measurement was carried 
out for the whole ensemble of edge operators 
considered in our research. Such measurement 
kpenwfgu" vjg" Ýtuv" rtkpekrcn" eqorqpgpv" qh"
CUVGT"cpf"KMQPQU"kocigu0"Vjg"xcnwg"qh"vjg"
indicators was compared with the value of the 
qtkikpcn"rtqÝng"gzvtcevgf"htqo"vjg"Ýtuv"rtkpekrcn"
component. This comparison was calculated in 
relative error percentage and condenses in a 
single graph. The relative error percentage is 
the difference of an indicator from an edge 
gpjcpegf"kocig"*Kg+"okpwu"vjg"kpfkecvqt"htqo"
vjg"Ýtuv"rtkpekrcn"eqorqpgpv"*Ker+"pqtocnk¦gf"
d{" *Ker+0" Hkiwtg" 37" ujqyu" vjg" itcrj" vjcv"
summarizes the quantitative evaluation of the 
rtqÝngu0"Hqt"CUVGT"kocig."Ýiwtg"37*c+"fgrkevu"
the relative error percentage with respect to 
vjg"qtkikpcn"rtqÝng"kp"Ýtuv"rtkpekrcn"eqorqpgpv0"

Figure 7."Oqucke"KMQPQU"C0"*c+"RE3."*d+"cxgtcig"qh"ownvkurgevtcn"itcfkgpv."*e+"ownvkurgevtcn"Ncrncekcp."*f+"Uqdgn"
on PC3."*g+"Htgk/Ejgp"qp"RE3."*h+"Mktuej"qp"RE3."*i+"uecnct"Ncrncekcp"qp"RE3."*j+"Rtgykvv"qp"RE3."*k+"Tqdgtvu"qp"RE3.
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Hkiwtg"37*d+"ujqy"tguwnvu"hqt"KMQPQU"kocig0"
Cpingu" s3 and q4" ctg" pqv" kpenwfgf" kp" Ýiwtg"
37" hqt" ownvkurgevtcn" Ncrncekcp" cpf" hqt" Mktuej"
qrgtcvqtu"ukpeg."cu"gzrnckpgf"cdqxg."vjg"rtqÝng"
qh" Ýiwtg" 6*e+" fqgu" pqv" qeewt" kp" vjg" qtkikpcn"
image. Such operators introduce an inversion 
qh" eqpvtcuv" fguetkdgf" kp" Ýiwtg" 6*e+0" Pqpg"
vjg" nguu." vjg" rtqÝng/v{rg" qh" Ýiwtg" 6*e+" ycu"
eqorctgf" coqpi"ownvkurgevtcn" Ncrncekcp" cpf"
Kirsh operators. The contrast for all operators 
ku"rtgugpvgf"kp"Ýiwtg"38"hqt"dqvj"ugpuqtu0

Discussion

Our discussion is divided in qualitative and 
quantitative evaluation as described in Section 
5060" Vjg" pgzv" vyq" ugevkqpu" rtqxkfg" fgvckngf"
description of such evaluation.

Qualitative discussion

C" xkuwcn" kpurgevkqp" qh" tguwnvu." wukpi" vjg"
swcnkvcvkxg" etkvgtkc" fguetkdgf" kp" Ugevkqp" 505."
produces higher rating for our methods in 
comparison with any other edge-enhancement 
method considered in our research. For such 
kpurgevkqp." yg" gornq{gf" Ýiwtgu" 7" vq" :0" Kp"
particular, and on the grounds of such rating, 
we may list the following evaluation

*c+" Gfigu" htqo" Uqdgn." Htgk/Ejgp." Rtgykvv"
cpf" Tqdgtvu" qrgtcvqtu" ctg" ykfgpgf" hqt" dqvj"
images. The images from these operators 
appear unsharpened. The contrast is high and 
has a noisy appearance. Thin lines, points and 
linear objects are blurred or obliterated.

Figure 8."Oqucke"KMQPQU"D0"*c+"RE3."*d+"cxgtcig"qh"ownvkurgevtcn"itcfkgpv."*e+"ownvkurgevtcn"Ncrncekcp."*f+"Uqdgn"
on PC3."*g+"Htgk/Ejgp"qp"RE3."*h+"Mktuej"qp"RE3."*i+"uecnct"Ncrncekcp"qp"RE3."*j+"Rtgykvv"qp"RE3."*k+"Tqdgtvu"qp"RE3.
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Figure 9." *c+" /" Hktuv" tqy."TID"eqnqt" eqorqukvg"qh" vjg"Ýtuv" vjtgg"dcpfu"qh"CUVGT" kocig0"Ugeqpf" tqy."gfig"
enhancement from Canny operator with u"?"207."ykpfqy"uk¦g"?"5"z"50"Vjktf"tqy."gfig"gpjcegogpv"htqo"Ewocpk"
operator with u"?"207."vjtgujqnf"?"42020"*d+"/"Hktuv"tqy."TID"eqnqt"eqorqukvg"qh"vjg"Ýtuv"vjtgg"dcpfu"qh"KMQPQU"
image. Second row, edge enhancement from Canny operator with u"?"207."ykpfqy"uk¦g"?"5"z"50"Vjktf"tqy."gfig"

enhacement from Cumani operator with u"?"207."vjtgujqnf"?"42020"

a b

Figure 10."Oqucke"qh"uvtkru"htqo"nkpg";3."eqnwop"33:"cpf"cping"357̇"htqo"CUVGT"kocig"*ugg"Hkiwtg"33+0"*c+"
PC3."*d+"cxgtcig"qh"ownvkurgevtcn"itcfkgpv."*e+"ownvkurgevtcn"Ncrncekcp."*f+"Uqdgn"qp"RE3."*g+"Htgk/Ejgp"qp"RE3."*h+"

Kirsch on PC3."*i+"uecnct"Ncrncekcp"qp"RE3."*j+"Rtgykvv"qp"RE3."*k+"Tqdgtvu"qp"RE3.
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Figure 11."RtqÝngu"CUVGT0"Eqorctkuqp"qh"rtqÝngu"qh"cp"gfig"nqecvgf"qp"nkpg";3."eqnwop"33:"cpf"cping"357̇"qh"
oqucke"C0"Fqvu"qp"oqucke"C"qh"Ýiwtg"7"kpfkecvg"vjg"fktgevkqp"qh"vjku"nkpg0"
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Figure 12."RtqÝngu"CUVGT0"Eqorctkuqp"qh"rtqÝngu"qh"cp"gfig"nqecvgf"qp"nkpg":6."eqnwop"84"cpf"cping357̇"qh"
oqucke"D0"Fqvu"qp"oqucke"D"qh"Ýiwtg"8"kpfkecvg"vjg"fktgevkqp"qh"vjku"nkpg0
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Figure 13."RtqÝngu"KMQPQU0"Eqorctkuqp"qh"rtqÝngu"qh"cp"gfig"nqecvgf"qp"nkpg"9;."eqnwop":9"cpf"cping"357̇"qh"
oqucke"C0"Fqvu"qp"oqucke"C"qh"Ýiwtg"9"kpfkecvg"vjg"fktgevkqp"qh"vjku"nkpg0
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Figure 14."RtqÝngu"KMQPQU0"Eqorctkuqp"qh"rtqÝngu"qh"cp"gfig"nqecvgf"qp"nkpg"339."eqnwop"97"cpf"cping"2̇"qh"
oqucke"C0"Fqvu"qp"oqucke"D"qh"Ýiwtg":"kpfkecvg"vjg"fktgevkqp"qh"vjku"nkpg0"
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Figure 15."Tgncvkxg"gttqt"qh"CUVGT"rtqÝngu"*c+"cpf"KMQPQU"rtqÝngu"*d+0
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*d+" Gfigu" htqo" vjg" Mktuej" qrgtcvqt" ujqy"
a relief-like appearance of urban buildings 
structure. The relief-like appearance is 
derived from the second derivative involved 
kp" vjg" fgÝpkvkqp" qh" vjku" qrgtcvqt0" Tguwnvu"
look somewhat unsharpened and contrast is 
relatively small. There is no noisy appearance. 
Thin edges, points and linear objects are 
blurred.

*e+"Gfigu"htqo"vjg"uecnct"Ncrncekcp"qrgtcvqt"
ctg"nguu"ykfgpgf"vjcp"qvjgt"qrgtcvqtu0"Tguwnvu"
are sharp, thin edges, points and linear objects 
are preserved. However the contrast is low. 
No-noisy appearance is observed.

*f+"Vjg"cxgtcig"qh"vjg"dcpfu"qh"vjg"kocig"
resulting from the multispectral gradient show 
sharp edges with good contrast. The contrast 
is higher than the scalar gradient, details such 
as thin lines and points are preserved. No noisy 
appearance is observed.

*g+" Vjg" gfig" kocig" tguwnvkpi" htqo" vjg"
ownvkurgevtcn" Ncrncekcp" ujqy" c" tgnkgh/nkmg"
crrgctcpeg"ykvj" dgvvgt" fgÝpkvkqp" cpf" ukoknct"
than the Kirsch operator. The relief appearance 
qh" vjg" ownvkurgevtcn" Ncrncekcp" ku" ujctrgpkpi"
ykvj" dgvvgt" rtgugtxcvkqp" qh" Ýpg" fgvcknu" vjcp"
vjg"uecnct"Ncrncekcp0"Vjg"eqpvtcuv"ku"jkij"cpf"
edges are sharp. No noise is observed.

Figure 16."Eqpvtcuv"hqt"CUVGT"rtqÝngu"*c+"cpf"KMQPQU"rtqÝngu"*d+0
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*h+" Vjg" ujctrpguu" qh" gfigu." vjg" eqpvtcuv."
the noisiness appearance, and general quality 
of multispectral gradient and multispectral 
Ncrncekcp"ctg"dgvvgt" vjcp" vjg"gfig"qrgtcvqtu"
eqorctgf"kp"qwt"yqtm"*Hkiwtg"37+0

Quantitative discussion

Cu" ujqyp" kp" Ýiwtgu" 7" /" :." vjg" fqvu" qp" vjg"
border of the mosaics indicate the lines were 
rkzgn" xcnwgu" rtqÝngu" ctg" gzvtcevgf0" Vjgug"
lines were selected to include sharp edges 
uwej" cu" vjg" nkpgu" qh" vjg" ncpfkpi" Ýgnfu" qh" vjg"
airport and abrupt change of pixel values due 
to constructions or particular features with 
jkij"eqpvtcuv0"Vjg"rtqÝngu"gzvtcevgf"htqo"vjg"
Ýtuv"rtkpekrcn"eqorqpgpv"ctg"eqorctgf"vq"vjg"
rtqÝngu" gzvtcevgf" hqto" gfig" gpjcpegogpv"
kocigu0" Ocp{" rtqÝngu" ygtg" kpurgevgf" cv"
tcpfqo0"C"ugngevkqp"qh"rtqÝngu"ycu"rgthqtogf"
when they contained at least one of the edge-
oqfgnu"qh"Ýiwtg"60"Yg"ogcuwtgf" vjg"cdqxg/
fguetkdgf" kpfkecvqtu" *Hkiwtg" 6+" hqt" vygpv{"
ugngevgf" gfig" rtqÝngu<" vjqug" ykvj" vjg" dguv"
fgÝpkvkqp0" Htqo" uwej" ogcuwtgogpvu." yg"
derived a list of conclusions.

RtqÝngu"qh"ugngevgf"nkpgu"qh"vjg"CUVGT"cpf"
IKONOS image-mosaics show the following:

*3+"Uqdgn."Htgk/Ejgp"cpf"Tqdgtvu"qrgtcvqtu"
ykfg" cpf" uoqqvj" vjg" rtqÝngu" qh" vjg" qtkikpcn"
edges of the images.

*4+"Mktuej"cpf"Rtgykvv"qrgtcvqtu"ykfg"cpf"
uoqqvj"vjg"rtqÝngu"dwv" kp"c" nguu"fgitgg"vjcp"
Uqdgn."Htgk/Ejgp"cpf"Tqdgtvu"qrgtcvqtu0

*5+"Vjg"tgnkgh/nkmg"crrgctcpeg"qh"vjg"Mktuej"
images is due to the contrast inversion of some 
gfigu"qh"vjg"qtkikpcn"rtqÝng0

*6+"Vjg"uecnct"Ncrncekcp"qrgtcvqt"fqgu"pqv"
wide nor smoothes the edges but reduces the 
contrast of the edges.

*7+" Vjg" ownvkurgevtcn" itcfkgpv" cpf" vjg"
ownvkurgevtcn"Ncrncekcp"fq"pqv"ykfg"pqt"uoqqvj"
the edges, and in addition to this, increase the 
contrast of the edges.

*8+" Vjg" ownvkurgevtcn" itcfkgpv" cpf" vjg"
ownvkurgevtcn"Ncrncekcp"ujqy"iqqf"eqpvtcuv"qh"
the enhanced edges.

*9+"Vjg"urcvkcn"nqecvkqp"gttqt"ku"jkijguv"hqt"
Tqdgtvu" qrgtcvqt0" Vjg" ngcuv" gttqt" ku" hqt" vjg"
uecnct"Ncrncekcp0

*:+"Vjg"uvggrpguu"qh"vjg"gpjcpegf"gfigu"ku"
less than the original edges for those operators 
that smooth and wide the edges.

*;+" Qxgtcnn." vjg" ownvkurgevtcn" itcfkgpv"
cpf" vjg" ownvkurgevtcn" Ncrncekcp" ujqy" iqqf"
conditions of contrast, steepness, spatial 
nqecvkqp"cpf"fgÝpkvkqp"qh"gfigu"ykvj"tgurgev"vq"
the other operators.

Possible applications for multispectral edge 
gpjcpegogpv" ctg<" kfgpvkÝecvkqp" qh" nkpgct"
hgcvwtg"hqt"igqnqike"gpxktqpogpvu."kfgpvkÝecvkqp"
of ancient highways in archeological studies, 
delineation of coastlines, studies of urban 
structures, delineation of water bodies and 
studies of coastal current patterns.

Conclusions

Two methods to extract edges from multispectral 
images are designed and discussed in this 
research. Such methods require the modeling 
of the original multispectral image as a vector 
Ýgnf0" Wrqp" vjku" xgevqt" Ýgnf." yg" crrnkgf" vyq"
vector operators to extract the edge content 
originally distributed through the bands of 
the images. These methods are parameter-
htgg0"C"swcnkvcvkxg"cpf"swcpvkvcvkxg"gxcnwcvkqp"
show that our methods perform better than 
widely used edge enhancement procedures. 
The basic reason for this is that our methods 
extract the edge-content distributed through 
the original bands of a multispectral image. 
Our methods are not computing demanding, 
we use a fast Fourier transform to calculate the 
ownvkurgevtcn"Ncrncekcp0"Vjg"ecnewncvkqp"qh"vjg"
multispectral gradient is fast since it involves 
vector differences in a moving window. On a 
RE"wpfgt"Ykpfqyu"9."vjg"eqorwvkpi"vkog"hqt"
c"4222"Ł"4222"rkzgnu"ownvkurgevtcn"kocig"ykvj"
8"dcpfu"fqgu"pqv"gzeggf" vjtgg"okpwvgu0"Qwt"
methods work for multispectral images with 
any number of bands, the limit is set by the 
cxckncdng" ogoqt{0" C" vguv" qp" j{rgturgevtcn"
images is not yet performed.
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