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EDITORIAL

New goals

Nuevos objetivos

During the present  year, the j ournal’s editorial commit tee 
has been assuming the responsibilit ies ent rusted to it  by the 
previous management committee and ratiied by the present 
one. Although the changeover of the members’  names 
occurred quickly, already in this year’s January issue, it  has 
not  been unt il these most  recent  issues that  the work 
undertaken has begun to bear fruit ,  as most  of the material 
published to date has been the work of previous editorial 
commit tees. As can be easily understood, the papers retain 
a similar line, as the same peer review process, essent ial in 
a quality review, has been maintained. What  we have t ried 
to do, above all,  is shorten the process and, with some 
except ions, that  goal is being achieved, as we put  forward 
expressly in a previous editorial [RECOT 2010;54(3)].

From the irst issue in 2011, each paper will include an 
indicat ion of the level of evidence backing it  up. This is an 
aim already mapped out  by the previous editor [RECOT 
2010;54(1):1-2]. Each author will assign this indicat ion 
when submit t ing the manuscript  and it  will be subsequent ly 
reviewed by the editorial commit tee. Without  a doubt , this 
will add another point  in the gradual process of quality 
improvement  we have undertaken.

In order to make the j ournal more at t ract ive, it  will be 
opening up to subj ects not  normally discussed, to be 
included in a special sect ion. These topics will cover t raining 
aspects of the specialit y, such as undergraduate and 
postgraduate teaching, practical training in speciic areas 
and the status of our specialit y in the European context  we 
are all working in. The discussion of preparat ion for 
researchers by Prof. Marco [RECOT 2010;54(3):193-9] can 
be viewed as a prelude and inspirat ion for this sect ion which 
will host  columnists of renowned prest ige.

Through other channels, we have indicated our 
publicat ion’s desire to be read by more and more members 
and subscribers. There is already a prize for the best  art icle 
published and, at  the proposal of the current  president , 

Dr. Rodríguez Altónaga, this will be extended further; a 
prize will also be given to the art icle most  read in the 
elect ronic version, in the light  of the number of hits 
recorded. The not ice set t ing out  the rules for these awards 
will be posted on our usual channels, namely in the j ournal 
it self ,  in the newslet ter and on the web site.

As soon as the process current ly under way is completed 
and the appropriate accreditat ion has been obtained, each 
issue of the j ournal will include a series of self-assessment  
quest ions, which we intend to provide with the printed and 
the elect ronic versions. Each set  of quest ions correct ly 
submit ted will be awarded the corresponding credits, 
supervised by SEAFORMEC (the Federation of Scientiic 
Societ ies for Ongoing Medical Training), thus giving them 
wide validity. These credits will later be counted in the 
forthcoming re-certiication of qualiications to become a 
specialist .  We also plan to request  the awarding of a 
supplementary recognit ion in the form of credits for the 
publicat ion of papers in the j ournal. We are also studying 
the possibilit y of providing an incent ive, perhaps in the 
form of prizes such as the funding of t rips to conferences, 
for the answers to the self-assessment  quest ions.

Several of the aspects ment ioned, as we have repeated 
elsewhere, share the same primary goal: the inclusion of 
our magazine in the repertoire of the Nat ional Library of  

Medicine,  Medl ine.  Subsequent ly, we shall apply for an 
impact  factor from the Institute of Scientiic Information 
(ISI). When the t ime comes to submit  these applicat ions, it  
is necessary to provide a prospect ion or approximate 
evaluat ion of the impact  factor. It  would be ext remely 
useful if  the members of the SECOT could include citat ions 
from the j ournal in their papers published in any medium; a 
keyword index is available by accessing the review through 
the web sites of the SECOT or the publisher Elsevier. 
Prof. Forriol is working to obtain funding for the publicat ion 
of the review’s index for the last  ten years in CD format , for 
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dist ribut ion free of charge among members so as to facilitate 
compliance with this new request .

I should like to close this editorial with the expression of 
my grat itude to the authors who cont ribute through their 
art icles to helping the j ournal in it s cont inuous improvement  
process and also the rest  of the members and readers who 
submit  manuscripts so that  we can all,  collect ively, achieve 
the goal mapped out  as the top priority for the society: to 

have a high-quality organ of expression included among the 
international benchmark scientiic repertoires.
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