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Figure  2  MRI  scan  of  the  cervical  and  thoracic  spine,  sagittal  section.  Calcifications  in  the  nucleus  pulposus  of  intervertebral  discs

C4-C5, T1-T2,  T3-T4,  and  T6-T7.

Over  300  cases  of  intervertebral  disc  calcification  have
been  reported  since  the  condition  was  first  described  by
Baron  in  1924.3 The  condition  is  more  frequent  among  chil-
dren  aged  6 to  10  years,  and  predominantly  affects  boys.4,5

The  cervical  spine  is  involved  in 70%  of  cases,  and  35%  of
patients  show calcification  of more  than  one interverte-
bral  disc  space.  The  lumbar  spine  is  the least  frequently
affected  location.  Cervical  involvement  is  the most  symp-
tomatic,  causing  symptoms  in 83%  of  cases (vs  24%  in cases
of  lumbar  involvement).  The  most  frequent  symptom  is  cer-
vical  pain,  followed  by  sensorimotor  alterations  and  fever,6

particularly  when calcifications  have  nearly  resolved.  The
condition  causes  persistent  or  recurrent  torticollis  in 23%  of
cases.3

Diagnosis  is  established  according  to  cervical  radio-
graphy,  CT,  or  MRI  findings.  Alterations  in calcium
and  phosphorus  metabolism  should  be  ruled  out.  Most
patients  are treated  conservatively  with  non-steroidal  anti-
inflammatory  drugs  and rest;  a  cervical  collar  may  be  used
if  symptoms  persist.  Surgery  (laminectomy)  is  indicated  if
the patient  presents  neurological  deficits  or  symptoms  of
spinal  cord  compression.7,8 The  condition  usually  resolves
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spontaneously.  In 70%  of  cases,  pain  resolves  within  a month,
with  calcifications  usually  disappearing  between  28  days and
6  months  after  symptom  onset.9 Calcifications  disappeared
spontaneously  in all  3 of  our  patients.  Follow-up  of these
patients  helps  confirm  spontaneous  resolution  of  interverte-
bral  disc  calcification,  which  in turn  confirms  the diagnosis
and  rules  out  other  conditions.
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Tapia syndrome following
orotracheal intubation: a case
report�

Síndrome de Tapia tras intubación
orotraqueal:  a propósito de un caso

Dear Editor:

Tapia  syndrome  is  defined  as  paralysis  of  one  side  of  the
tongue  and  the ipsilateral  vocal  cord,  with  preserved  soft
palate  motility,  secondary  to  concurrent  lesions  to the
hypoglossal  and  vagus  nerves  (the  twelfth  and tenth  cranial
nerves,  respectively).

Antonio  García  Tapia,  a  Spanish  otorhinolaryngologist,
first  described  the syndrome  in 1904  in  a patient  with
an  upper  neck  injury  from  a bull’s  horn (‘‘matador’s  dis-
ease’’).1 However,  the eponym  has  been  used  in reference
to  a  crossed  syndrome  of  dorsal  medullary  origin  (with
involvement  of  the hypoglossal  and  ambiguus  nuclei  and  the
pyramidal  tract),2,3 and to  describe  peripheral  involvement
of  the  vagus  and  hypoglossal  nerves  at the  cervical  level.3

� Please cite this article as: Silva-Hernández L,  Gil Rojo C,

González García N,  Porta-Etessam J.  Síndrome de Tapia tras

intubación orotraqueal: a propósito de un caso. Neurología.

2020;35:421—423.

The  peripheral  form  has been observed  after  manipula-
tion  of  the  airway  for orotracheal  intubation.

We  present  the case  of a 70-year-old  man with  history
of  dilated  cardiomyopathy  secondary  to  alcohol  abuse,  who
was  admitted  to  our hospital  due  to cardiorespiratory  arrest.

The  cause  of  the  attack  was  ventricular  fibrillation;  the
patient  required  emergency  life  support  for  15  minutes,
with  basic  and  advanced  cardiopulmonary  resuscitation.  The
attack  occurred  in a  public  space,  and  emergency  intu-
bation  was  performed  before  the  patient  was  transferred
to  our  hospital.  Upon  arrival  at the  emergency  depart-
ment,  the  patient  was  admitted  to  the coronary  care  unit,
where  an emergency  coronography  was  performed  and a
hypothermia  protocol  was  initiated  (target  temperature,
33 ◦C).  The  patient  was  kept  under  sedation  during the  first
days  after  arrival  at hospital,  with  no initial neurological
assessment  being performed  at this  time.  Incidentally,  a
second  orotracheal  intubation  procedure  was  required  at
72  hours  following  obstruction  of  the first  intubation  tube.

As  the patient  continued  to  need  mechanical  ventilation
a  week  after  admission,  a tracheostomy  was  performed  to
prevent  airway  lesions  associated  with  orotracheal  intuba-
tion.  At  this point,  the patient  continued  to  require  sedation
and  parenteral  feeding.  Ten  days  after  admission  to  the coro-
nary  care  unit,  the patient  began to  recover  consciousness,
spontaneously  opening  his  eyes;  brainstem  reflexes  were
preserved,  including  the pupillary  reflex,  oculocephalic
reflexes,  and  the cough  reflex.  Mechanical  ventilation  was
suspended  at 2  weeks  and  a silver  tracheostomy  tube  was
placed.
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