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Pancreatic  panniculitis as an  initial  manifestation of
locally advanced  pancreatic cancer�
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We  present  the  case  of  an 82-year-old  man admitted  for
abdominal  pain.  He  had  a 24  h history  of  erythematous  nodu-
lar  lesions,  painful  to  the touch, on  the  posterior-distal  area
of both  legs  (Fig.  1A and  B).  Histological  study  showed mixed
panniculitis  with  lobular  predominance  and  anucleated  adi-
pose  cells;  pancreatic  panniculitis  was  diagnosed  (Fig.  2A
and  B).  After  the  patient’s  admission  to  hospital,  imaging
tests  showed  locally  advanced  pancreatic  cancer  infiltrat-
ing  vascular  structures.  However,  investigations  were  not
completed  due  to the  death  of the patient.

Pancreatic  panniculitis  is an uncommon  complication
associated  with  disease  of the  pancreas  (2---3%).1 Clinically,
it  appears  as  erythematous,  oedematous  nodules,  painful  on
palpation,  which  can  ulcerate  and  are  often  located  on  the
posterior  aspect  of  the leg  (usually  perimalleolar).2 Diag-
nosis  is established  by  skin  biopsy;  mixed  panniculitis  with
lobular  predominance  is  observed,  where  the  adipocytes
lose  their  nuclei,  becoming  so-called  ghost  cells,  and
these  cells  then  become  surrounded  by  granular  basophilic
material.1 Panniculitis  is  the  first  sign  of  pancreatic  disease
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Figure  1  (A)  Clinical  image  of  the  posterior  aspect  of  the  left
ankle.  Three  erythematous  nodular  lesions  can  also be  seen.  (B)
Clinical  image  of  the  posterior  aspect  of  the  right  leg,  showing
an erythematous  nodular  lesion  19  mm  × 15  mm  in size.

in  30---40%  of cases,  increasing  to  68%  if associated  with  pan-
creatic  carcinoma.3 We  therefore  consider  that  clinically
recognising  this  finding  may  be essential  for  the  early  detec-
tion  of  occult  pancreatic  carcinoma.
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Figure  2  (A)  Histopathological  study  of  the  lesion  on  the  pos-
terior  aspect  of  the  right  leg.  The  image  shows  predominant
involvement  of  the panniculus  adiposus,  with  predominantly
lobular  panniculitis  (H&E  1.9×).  (B)  Histopathological  study  of
the lesion  on the  posterior  aspect  of  the right  leg  at  higher  mag-
nification.  The  image  shows  the  presence  of  ‘‘ghost  areas’’  with
anucleated  adipose  cells  intermingled  with  amorphous  granular
tissue with  intense  basophilia  (H&E  24.5×).
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