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Kaposi sarcoma is a lymphatic endothelial cell neoplasm
associated with human herpesvirus 8 (HHV-8) that is more
common in males.” Four subtypes are distinguished: clas-
sic, generally with skin involvement and sometimes with
visceral involvement, which tends not to be very aggres-
sive; endemic or African, which follows a variable course and
sometimes presents with infiltrative skin lesions and visceral
involvement; epidemic, which is associated with human
immunodeficiency virus (HIV), with mucocutaneous and
visceral involvement; and immunosuppression-associated,
which is usually aggressive, with lymphatic, mucosal and
visceral involvement.'= Kaposi sarcoma with gastrointesti-
nal involvement is not unusual in patients with HIV, and is
generally asymptomatic.*

We report the case of a 73-year-old man of Spanish origin
with a history of atrial fibrillation and dilated cardiomy-
opathy on treatment with simvastatin and acenocoumarol.
He was diagnosed with Kaposi sarcoma with exclusively
cutaneous involvement, and the corresponding lesions were
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Figure 1  Endoscopic imaging showing raised violaceous nod-
ules in the gastric body.

removed. He had not travelled outside Europe. His HIV
serologies were negative, and his viral load was unde-
tectable.

He visited the emergency department with abdomi-
nal pain and melaena, haemodynamic stability and mild
anaemia, with an international normalised ratio (INR) of 1.8.
Upper gastrointestinal endoscopy revealed multiple raised
violaceous nodules in the gastric fundus and, in particular,
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Figure 2 Endoscopic imaging showing raised violaceous nod-
ules in the gastric body.

Figure 3 HHV-8 detected by immunohistochemistry, with pos-
itivity for fusiform tumour cell nuclei appearing in brown.

the proximal gastric body, in larger numbers towards the
greater curvature, with the antrum spared (Figs. 1 and 2).

Pathology confirmed gastric mucosa with infiltration by
Kaposi sarcoma; immunohistochemistry detected HHV-8.

Areview of the literature on gastrointestinal involvement
in Kaposi sarcoma found that, although gastric involvement
is not unusual, presentation in the form of gastrointestinal
bleeding is very uncommon (Fig. 3).

At the same time, the patient was diagnosed with a sper-
matic cord sarcoma with liver and lung metastases; despite
chemotherapy, he died months later.
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