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From 11 March 2020, when the World Health Organisation
(WHO) declared the existence of the COVID-19 pandemic
and until the preparation of this editorial (11 October
2021), 236,599,025 confirmed cases of COVID-19 have been
recorded, including 4,831,486 deaths'. In Spain there have
been 4,973,619 confirmed cases, with 86,778 deaths and a
total pandemic lethality of 1.7%2.

The whole of society has been tremendously affected by
the pandemic, and legal and forensic medicine has not gone
unscathed. As well as the several medical-legal aspects of
the pandemic, to which the Revista Espafiola de Medicina
Legal dedicated a monographic edition®, important actions
occurred at its height. On 20 March 2020 the Justice Admin-
istration Crisis Coordination Commission agreed to place the
forensic doctors of the Legal and Forensic Science Institute
(IMLCF) and professors of the National Institute of Toxicology
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and Forensic Sciences (INTCF) at the service of the medi-
cal authorities to combat the coronavirus®. This initiative
was surely accompanied by other similar efforts at regional
or local level. In some autonomous communities, such as
Castile y Ledn, a framework for co-working was established
by the General Public Health Board (DGSP) of Castile y Ledn
IMLCF to report on deaths and their demographic and medi-
cal characteristics®. Specific measures were also put into
place during the COVID-19 pandemic for safety at work
in the IMLCF and the INTCF® within the framework of the
Esquema de Seguridad Laboral y el Plan de Desescalada
para la Administracion de Justicia ante el COVID-197. All
of this was within a context of recommendations on cadaver
management and how to perform autopsies, with the Health
Ministry® as well as with the Forensic Medical Council itself’.
Many IMLCF found it hard to perform PCR tests prior to
autopsy. On the other hand, due to the demand that face-
to-face contact should be reduced to a minimum, new
forms of working were introduced that we could describe as
falling under the heading of a hypothetic ‘‘remote forensic
medicine’’. These forms of working included interviews of
victims, people who had been arrested or patients admitted
to psychiatric institutions, all of which took place remotely.
Some forms of working that were already functioning prior
to the pandemic were consolidated, such as remote atten-
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dance at trials. Some of these changes, which in principle
were covered by art. 16 of Ley 3/2020, de 18 de septiembre,
de medidas procesales y organizativas para hacer frente al
COVID-19 en el dmbito de la Administracién de Justicia'®,
were surely consolidated in the everyday working of the
IMLCF.

Now that vaccination and other measures have had such
a positive influence on the evolution of the pandemic, the
authors of this editorial wish to emphasise the valuable work
of forensic departments during the pandemic and also to
broaden the outlook at a time of great legislative activity,
which will have a decisive impact on the organisation of
forensic medicine in Spain over the near future. Thus Ley
Orgdnica 8/2021, de 4 de junio, de proteccion integral a
la infancia y la adolescencia frente a la violencia (which
modifies articles of the Criminal Justice Law and the Law on
the Protection of Minors'! in connection with age determi-
nation), Ley 8/2021, de 2 de junio, por la que se reforma
la legislacion civil y procesal para el apoyo a las personas
con discapacidad en el ejercicio de su capacidad juridica'
and other laws that are already going through parliament
(the Project for the Organic Law on the Complete Guaran-
tee of Sexual Freedom'®) or which are subject to hearings
and public information (the Draft Project of the Criminal
Justice Law'#) which will affect the IMLCF.

We wish to refer above all to two projects which have
been worked on simultaneously during the pandemic, and
which we believe will be of key importance for Spanish
forensic medicine in the coming years. These are the Spe-
ciality of Legal and Forensic Medicine (MLYF) and the project
for the Royal Decree that will regulate the IMLCF. On 11
September 2021, the Official State Bulletin (BOE) published
the offer of specialised medical training (SMT) for the year
2022. For the first time, this included 8 vacancies for the
MLYF speciality in the IMLCF, provisionally accredited by the
Ministry of Health as Teaching Units (Albacete, Aragon, Bur-
gos, Caceres, Catalonia, Murcia, the Basque Country and
Valencia)'®. We hope that this offer consolidates, and that
more IMLCF join the scheme, so that the number of places
increases. This will crown a long process that has not been
free of difficulties, as expressed in the 2020 renewal of the
positions and presidency of the National Commission of the
Speciality and Real Decreto 704/2020, de 28 de julio, por el
que se establece el acceso al titulo de médico/a especialista
en Medicina Legal y Forense por el sistema de residencia'®.
This Royal Decree modernises justice administration as it
demands that forensic doctors undergo the same (special-
ity) training as all other doctors in Spain. It also requires
proper compliance with art. 475 of the Organic Law of Judi-
cial Power, which demands that a doctor must possess the
official title of Qualification or Degree in Medicine and as a
Specialist, when this is required by the Ministry of Justice'’.
This is currently awaiting publication by Ministerial Order of
the Official Programme of the Speciality by the Ministry of
Health.

Finally, the draft version of the Royal Decree approving
the Regulation governing the IMLCF'® is now at an advanced
stage, and the Ministry of Justice subjected it to the pro-
cedure of hearing and public information last May. 25 years
after the previous Regulation, and with all of the IMLCF now
working, a fitting norm for the time that has passed was
necessary which included the necessary legislative update.

It also had to be versatile and able to respond to the needs
of the different IMLCF, including the current trend towards
multidisciplinary working, recognition of the digital trans-
formation of the justice system and the gradual inclusion of
new extrajudicial functions (extrajudicial assessments, FSE
or the medical and social outreach of the IMLCF). All of this
within the demographic context of forensic doctors with a
high average age (in 2019 28% were over 60 years old)", as
is the case for doctors in general.

Thus in the post-pandemic age Spanish forensic medicine
is changing, with the consolidation of IMLCF organisation
adapted to the new circumstances, including the start of the
MLYF speciality in the IMLCF accredited as Teaching Units,
which we are sure will improve the quality of the public
service to justice supplied by legal and forensic medicine.
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