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Check for
updates

Amphotericin B deoxycolate availability in
Spain

Disponibilidad de anfotericina B desoxicolato en Espaiia
Dear Editor,

With regard to the scientific letter recently published in the
journal ENFERMEDADES INFECCIOSAS Y MICROBIOLOGIA CLINICA by
Capilla-Miranda et al.,’ which describes the treatment option with
liposomal amphotericin B for fluconazole-resistant Meyerozyma
guilliermondiicystitis, we would like to present updated informa-
tion about amphotericin B deoxycholate availability in Spain.

The authors of the letter are right to point out that, in Spain,
ever since the withdrawal some years ago of the only ampho-
tericin B deoxycholate product available (Fungizona®), only two
lipid forms of this antifungal are currently on the market (Abelcet®
and AmBisome®),>2 which have established themselves as the
preferred option when systemic treatment must be considered.
Despite that, other clinical scenarios requiring the topical admin-
istration of amphotericin B are not uncommon. Because of its
physical and chemical properties (water soluble), ease of use
(free of lipid particles) and lower cost, amphotericin B deoxy-
cholate has classically been used to prepare different formulations
intended for administration by different routes. These include
intravesical administration, such as that proposed by Capilla-
Miranda et al,'? the nebulised treatment or prophylaxis of
pulmonary aspergillosis,*” intraocular injection for cases of fungal
eye infection® or other situations that require the local administra-
tion of amphotericin B.”

Despite the lack of availability in Spain of an amphotericin B
deoxycholate medicinal product required by pharmacy depart-
ments to correctly formulate this antifungal, we feel it is necessary
to qualify the claim made by the authors of the scientific letter
regarding the difficulty obtaining this particular antifungal, and
would like to share some options for easily acquiring amphotericin
B deoxycholate. The first is by compounding, a practice regulated in
every Spanish autonomous community through legally established
pharmacies for the production of this type of medicinal product,?
while the second is through the ‘Access to Medicines in Special Sit-

DOI of refers to article: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.eimc.2023.04.007

uations’ programme run by the Spanish Agency of Medicines and
Medical Devices (Agencia Espafiola de Medicamentos y Produc-
tos Sanitarios),® which facilitates the importing of amphotericin
B deoxycholate marketed in other European countries. This was
almost certainly the route used to obtain the medicinal product in
the cases published recently in this journal.? It is currently possible
to import the product Amphotericin B® 50 mg (Pharma Interna-
tional, SA).

We feel it is important to update information pertaining to the
availability of amphotericin B deoxycholate in Spain in order to
facilitate the possibility of considering a series of treatments with
this antifungal, through a simpler formulation in different clinical
scenarios, with greater clinical experience in several indications
and with a significant cost saving.
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